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GLOSSARY

WORD DESCRIPTION

AMISOM The African Union Mission in Somalia
BRA Banadir Regional Administration
CGTN China Global Television Network

CID Criminal Investigations Department
CPJ Committee to Protect Journalists
FESOJ Federation of Somali Journalists

FGS FederalGovernment of Somalia

GDP Gross Domestic Product

IED Improvised Explosive Device

NISA National Intelligence and Security Agency
SJS Somali Journalists Syndicate
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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMAR

Somalia has been without a properly functioning governmentsinee8 80 | ~ j hmf hs nmd ne sgd vn
human rights and humanitarian crigs. The election of President Mohamed Abdullal@armajo in February

2017 presented an important opportunity for the new administration to address, with international support,

Somah " - r | "mx ntsrs  mchmf gt |byraspecting,gratectindagd pkolnatimyfthd r + h mbkt c
right to freedom of expressiomnd media freedom Instead, the authoritieshaveresorted to using heavy

handed techniques to suppress media freedom anthe right to freedom of expression in general.

Since late 2017, mediafreedom in Somalia hadeen suppressedbys gd Edcdqg k Fnudgml dms ne R
(FGS) security forces and officials, authorities in regional states aoylthe armed group AlShabaab.

This report documentsallegations of threatsharassment andintimidation of themediaincluding physical
attacks, killings and attempted killings of journalists, arbitrary arrestsarassmentand intimidation of
journalists and other critics, restriction®n access to information, in south central Somalsince 2018 and in
some instances from 2017 by both the government and AlShabaab. In addition, it documents new
techniques employed by theauthorities tobribe media outlets toengage inself-censorshipand through
online harassment intimidation and social media manipulationThe report also covers a few cases from
Puntland that are relevant to some of theiolations andabuses documented in the report.

The report is based on interviews with over 70 indduals, including 55 journalists, media activists,
representatives of journalistaunions, media directors and editors, lawyers, opposition politicians, civil society
groups, representatives of international organizations, Facebook staff as well as gowent officials. In

addition, the report also draws from analysis of a range of documents including court decisions, national
laws, articles published in Somali and international media as well as postings on Facebook, Twitter and other
internet sites, aca@mic articles, relevant reports fronrmon-governmental organizationsNGO9 and

international bodies as well asphotographic and video evidence.

For the fifth year in a row, Somalia tops the Committee to Protect Journali$&PJ)Global Impunity Indexon
countries where those who kill journalists escape prosecution. The Somali authorities rarely investigate cases
of killings or attacks on journalistsmedia outlets and critics. At least eight journalists were killed in south
central Somalia and Puntland since 2017 when president Farmajo took office. Fairthe journalists were

killed in 2018 and two in 2019. Another journalist survivedt albeit with serious injuriest an attenpt on his

life in 2018 when an mprovisedexplosve device (IED)wasfitted to his car and detonated Aside from two
casesincluding one in which apoliceman who killed a journalist in Mogadishu in 2018 was convicted in
absentia,no one has beenheld accountable for the killings or the attempted killings of the other journalists.
The policeman remains at large.

Journalists were attacked, beaten and arbitrarily arrested by Somalia security foréesluding by police,
military and other government officialsn 2018 and 2019 throughout south central Somalia. Most journalists
were attacked while on duty covering stories at national events, at blast sites covering the aftermath-of Al
Shabaab attacks, during demonstrations against government policies and wigteng through security
checkpoints in Mogadishu. The authorities in Mogadishu and in Puntland have also raided and temporarily
closed media outlets to prevent or discourage coverage of news events or to extort money from media
ownersor asretaliation

®VD KHUD KHMD@MQODST @
VIOLATIONS ANDSABBEFREEDOM ESEKPR IN SOMALIA

Amnesty International 6



Journalists in south central Somalia told Amnesty International that senior government officials including
security officials refused to provide them with informatioon issues of publicinterest ordenied them
interviews andaccess to government buildings including parliament, major events and to the scenes of
incidents, including sites of AFShabaab attacks. Some journalists said security forces restricted them from
recording videos or taking photographs even when they maredjto have access to government buildings or
to scenes of AlShabaab attacks.

Several journalists, media freedom advocates, a senior government official, a former media director, civil
societymembers opposition leaders and former government employeeddoAmnesty International that
between late 2017 and early 2019, government officials from the office of the Presidenthaeen allegedly
bribing some of the owners and directors of the main media outletssavell assome Somali social media
influencers wholive in the country and abroad for positivemedia coverage. Journalists told Amnesty
International that the bribing of their bosses and media outlets has had a chilling effect on them and that
they were not able to freely report on sensitive stories atapics that aredeemed unfavourable by the
authorities

Topics journaliss found particularly difficult to freely report on without risking reprisals from government

officials include reporting on AlShabaab attacks in the city and security related coveragn general, stories
about government policy failurgparticularly those touching on the offices of the President and the Prime
Minister, reporting or publicizing news from opposition figureas well as corruption and human rights.

Due to selfcensorshipand co-optation bya majority of the media houses, journalists and other individuals in
Somalia opted to use social media as a platform to air their views and share critical cont&uit the Somala
authorities are also closely monitoring discussions ondal media. The government hasllegedlysetup

social media monitoring teams that monitor and report on critical coverage. Journalists and other
government critics including opposition leaders are threatened, intimidated and harassed on]imeluding

on social media by the authorities.Facebook accounts of 16 individual& including 13 journalists+ were
permanently disabled or deleted in 2018 and 2019 alone. All the individuals whose Facebook accounts were
disabled told Amnesty International that theliad previously posted critical content. There were also

attempts to hack the Facebook accounts of five journalists while the accounts of four more were
compromised in the past two years.

Some journalists could not bear the sustained pressure of threats,rhasment and intimidation by
government and AlShabaab and have decided to fleéhe countryand seek refuge elsewhere. Amnesty
International has documented at leastight journalistswho fled Somalia since October 2018Seven of them
told Amnesty Internaibnal that they had fled the country due to serious threats to their livbscause oftheir
media work. Two othe journalists Munasar Mohamed Abdi and Zakariye Mohamud Timaagare currently
seeking asylum in Swedenone isin Turkeywhile the otherfive are in locations that cannot be disclosed for
their own safety.

In 2018 and 2019, Somalia experienced another period of heightened political and security instability that

undermined the much-needed human rights and justice reforms. Much of the attention tfie federal and

regional authorities, as well as their international partners, has focused on regional state electoral processes

+including those of South West, PuntlandJubaland and Galmudug+ and the fight against AlShabaab.

Somalia authorities did ot spare their international partners in their pursuit to silence critics. In January

2019, for the first time in the history of Somaliahe authoritiesexpelled the UN'sSpecial Representativéo

Somalia, Nicholas Haysomafter he raised concerns about the killing of protesters in Baidoa following the

Rntsg Vdrs qgdf hnm  k r s’ sd- rAftertheexpuisionodfgsbdss tke Ublgdr hcdms h ™ k d
suspended its monthly human rights reportdn the country.

Somaliaauthorities have often invoked alleged national security concerns and the fight againsShhbaab
as a basis to restricthe right tofreedom of expression and access to informatiorinternational human rights
law provides that restrictions to the righttfreedom of expression can only be permitted if they are
prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public
safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public health or moralsr the praection of the rights
and freedoms of others. Thus, enjoyment dfuman rights including the right to freedom of expressioris to
be considered the rule and any restrictions to them, the exceptiofhe right to freedom of expression
applies to informationand ideas of all kinds including those that may be deeply offensivEo protect a
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government from embarrassment or exposure of wrongdoing, or to conceal information about the functioning
of its public institutions for example, is not a legitimate basis testrict the right tofreedom of expression.

Any restrictions onnational security and public ordegrounds should respect the role of the media in the
effective realization ofhe right tofreedom of expression; for example, the media should not be preved

from simply publishing information issued by or about a group or organization deemed to threaten national
security or a related interest. A state may not refuse access to all national securéyated information but
must designate specific and narroveategories that are necessary to withholt protect a legitimate national
security interest.

The harassment and intimidation of independent reporting, and lack of investigations into sudblations

and abuses,are growingahead oftheb nt ms g x - r t o b Ahedd offtheete&tionbexpratedin late
2020 and early 2021, the government shouldrespect, protect, promote and fulfilhuman rights including the
right to freedom of expressiorand media freedom andensure that no governmenbr security official seeks

to silence journalists or arbitrarily obstruct their access to information. Authorities should alsoroughly,
impartiallyand effectivelyinvestigate the allegediiolations andabuses including physical attacks, killings
and attempted killings, arbitrary arrests and intimidation of journalists and allegations of online harassment
and social media manipulation. They must also guarantee the safety of all journalists and other media
practitioners.

Aheadn e sgd dk db sntemational paRners shkuld support efforts to improve the safety of
journalists and encourage the Somalia government $top human rights violations and abuses, andttacks
on media freedom and carry ouimpartial, independent, transparentand effective investigations into all
allegations ofviolations andabusesincluding attacksagainstjournalists and other media practitioners.

The armed group AlShabaab must also stop attacks on civilians in Somalia including on journalists, and all
other violations of internationahuman rights andhumanitarian law.
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2.METHODOLOGY

This report is based on research conducted by Amnesty International in Mogadishu, Somakhaluly 2019
and remotely between August 2019 and January 2020.

Amnesty International researchers interviewealer 70 individuals including55 journalists, media activists,
representatives of journalistaunions, media directors and editors, lawyers, opp@®n politicians, civil society
groups, human rights defenders, activiststepresentatives of international organizations, Facebook
employeesas well as government officials.

Amnesty International interviewed journalists from Mogadishu, Afgooye, Garovwmyldar, Dhusamareb
Galkayo,Bosasoand Kismayo. Severahdividuals including somejournalists interviewed for the report were
already out of the country and were interviewed remotely while in Kenya, UganB#hiopia, Sweden UK,
USAand Turkey. Journalistanterviewed for the report worked for both governmemtwned stations and
privately-owned media outlets, however, a majority worked for privatelwned media outlets.

The interviews were conducted in Somali or in English, in person in Mogadishu and Nairdenya, or
remotely through encrypted voice calls or via email.

In addition to testimonies from interviewees, the report also draws from analysis of a range of documents
including court decisions, national laws, articles published in Somali and interraial media as well as
postings on Facebook and otheinternet sites, academic articles, relevant reports fromon-governmental
organizations NGO9 and international bodiesWe also analysed potographic and video evidence obtained
from interviewees

Amnegy International informed all interviewees about the nature and purpose of the research, as well as
how the information they provided would be usedVe obtained @al consent from each interviewee at the
start of interviews. Interviewees were also given tbption £ both before and at the end of the interview to
choose not to have their names included in the report. No incentives or monetary compensation were
provided to interviewees in exchange for their accounts the information they providedindividuals were
told that they could end the interview at any time and that they could choose whethieranswer any specific
question.

Somaliinterviewees in the report are referred to initially with their full name and then either with their first or
full name in line with the Somali naming tradition. It is common for Somaliand more so Somali journalists

to be given nicknames which they regularly use; nicknames are used for journalists when they are commonly
referred to as such or if they explicitly informedmnesty International to be called so. Identifying information
for many interviewees in this report has been removed to protect their identity and to preveny reprisals.
Individuals in the report are identified by their real names in cases where thecidents described have

already been published and widely circulated in the media and when the journalists themselves asked to be
named.

This report focuses on threatsintimidation, harassment including online harassment, and attacks including
killings and attempted killings of journalists in south central Somalia since 2018 by government and Al
Shabaab It alsoincludes a few cases from 2017 to illustrate patterns of certain forms of violations and
abuses that occurred since the current federal governmetook office. The reportalso covers a few cases
from Puntland The report does not in any way attempt to list and cover all attacks on the right to freedom of
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expression and media freedom in Somalia and therefore more research is needed to focus on titia and
abuses against journalists and media freedanespecially in Puntland.

Nm 02 Mnudladg 1/08+ @ mdrsx Hmsdgm shnm  k r dms
and requesting response ta list of questions regardingshutdown ofaccounts of journalists and other critics
by Facebook Facebookofficially responded tosome of our questias and concerns on 3 Decembef019.
Details ofthe responsefrom Facebookis included in the relevant sections of the report.

On 23 January 2020, Amnesty International sent letters to the Somalia Minister for Information, Culture and
Tourism; Minister for Internal Securitythe Directorateof Communications at The Presidengyand the
Puntland Ministerfor Information, seekingtheir response toa list of questionson our research findings.

The Directorate of Communications ahe Presidencyand the Ministerfor Information, Culture and Tourism
Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maareeye)officially responded to ouinquiries on 3 and 9 February 2020,
respectively Detailsof their responsa are included in the relevant sections of the repors appropriate.

At the time of writing Amnesty International had received no response the letters sent to the othertwo
government officials.
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3. BACKGROUND

3.1CONHCT AND CIVILIANERING

Somaliahas one ofs g d v lorgdkaading conflictsand has been without a properly functioning

government since 1991 Decades ofconflict, coupled with drought,famine and constant emergence of

armed groups? haveleftthebnt msgqx rteedghmf nmd ne sgd vngkc-r vngrs g
crises.The conflicthasmd f * shudkx hl o bs dcandfagebs signifidamlsngterm econdnicn mn | x
challenges. According to the World Bank, the population has been growing faster than rgralss domestic

product (GDP). As a result, the incidence of poverty is higand is about 69 percent?

Accordingto the World Bark, multiple deprivations in living standards, education, health, water, and

r - mhs shnm “eedbs Inrs Rnl kh gntrdgnkcr- Rnl kh > -r gd’ Kk
Access to education and learning outcomes are also low. Decades of conflintl state fragmentation have

left the country with a shortage of qualified teachers and poor school infrastructre.

Military operations by Somali government and foreign troops includitige African Union Mission in Somalia
(AMISOM and the US military aganst AFShabaab, continue tatake a heavy toll on civilians$. All parties to
the conflict have violated international human rights and humanitarian IdwCivilians have been killed
indiscriminately by Somali and allied forces during clashes with-8habaah as well as in the crossfire of
interclan violence which continuesn some parts ofthe country’

The armed group AtShabaab,Al-P * - h ¢ *~ - rbasedéneSbrkalia,® sodtinues to regularly target
civilians and civilian structures, ® including in indiscriminate attacks, and through the summary killing of
individuals perceived to have links with the government, as well as journalists and other civilians2© It

*'®Rnl "kh™9 Sgd Engf nssdm Rs rhtips:/www.diézeeraxamdmpdrammés/alizeeraivbrial/a04.6/10/$ohdia
forgottenstory-161027115655140.html.

2®@@ql dc fgntor® yhand RnT + k SHhitpsi/ .Bllade@acom/indepth/interactive/2018/06/armegdroups-somalia

180604110516975.html.

3Sghr hr “bbngchmf sn sgd Vngkc A ' mj- Rdd ®Rnl  kh" Dbnmnl hb Toc sd~ ax sg
https://bit.ly/2R8ndSqg.

“®@Rnl “kh*™ Dbnmnl hb Toc sd  ax s gdhttpsr/bjthyPR8AdSenj + @t ftrs 1/08+ “u  hk > akd s

5 Amnesty Internationk + ®Sgd Ghccdm TR V' g hm Rnl > kh >+ Bhuhkh m B rt kshdr eqnl @h q
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr52/9952/2019/en/

% For more information on the prolonged conflict in Somalia and violations of internationahtan rights and humanitarian law by all parties,

see Human Rights Watch, Harsh War, Harsh Peace: Abuses by@iabaab, the Transitional Federal Government and AMISOM in Somalia,

April 19 2010, https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harshwaharsh-peace/abusesal-shabaabtransitionatfederatgovernmentand-

amisom

"®Rnl “kh bk™ m bk >rgdr j hkkr T4 gMd vsrgl 3n 3V Jtthsitwesmreenisq.caxitABicaNevs/sotmdli = k
clan-clasheskill-more-than-40-in-two-days-officials20181024. Sed " kr n+ ®Rnl| ~ kh > -Eqgdda Bnwmtmae Adghhdd UNQ@-+
August 2017, https://www.voanews.com/africa/somalitorces-capture-key-al-shabab-town-bariire.

8 Al-Shabaab formally declared its allegianceto-®° - hc® hm 1/ 01 sgntfg sgdx g ¢c shdr oghng sn sg  s-

® Counter Extremism Project, ABhabab, https://www.counterextremism.com/threaal-shabab

8 OHCHR, Protection of Civilians: Building the Foundation for Peace, Security and Human Rights in Somddiecember 2017, p.21,
https://www.ohchr.org/Doaments/Countries/SO/ReportProtectionofCivilians. pdf
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https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeraworld/2016/10/somalia-forgotten-story-161027115655140.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeraworld/2016/10/somalia-forgotten-story-161027115655140.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2018/06/armed-groups-somalia-180604110516975.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2018/06/armed-groups-somalia-180604110516975.html
https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harshwar-harsh-peace/abuses-al-shabaab-transitional-federal-government-and-amisom
https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harshwar-harsh-peace/abuses-al-shabaab-transitional-federal-government-and-amisom
https://www.news24.com/Africa/News/somali-clan-clashes-kill-more-than-40-in-two-days-officials-20181024
https://www.news24.com/Africa/News/somali-clan-clashes-kill-more-than-40-in-two-days-officials-20181024
https://www.voanews.com/africa/somalia-forces-capture-key-al-shabab-town-bariire
https://www.counterextremism.com/threat/al-shabab
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SO/ReportProtectionofCivilians.pdf

forcefully recruits children as soldiers,!! and carries out rape and torture and other seriois human rights
abuses??

3.2MEDIA AND SOCIA VIED

During the prolonged conflict in Somalia, media has been a key propaganda platform for all parties to the
conflict to communicate their messages to the public. Both Ahabaab and the Somalia governmemnd its
partners, in their public relations war use media to communicatehat they consider tde military

successes, show each other in bad light and manipulatteot ak hb-r ~bbdrr sn “~bbtg sd

including access to casualty figure$® Many journalists join the media profession while young and in most
cases without formal trainings# Journalists, media advocates and international media experts told Amnesty
International that many journalists operating in Somalia lack professionalism gthexacerbates the risks
journalists and other media workers face in a very dangerous and highly politicized environmtént.

The use of social media has increased in recent years in Somalia. A significant number of the Somali
diaspora and the young and urbarpopulation in the country are connected to the internet and social media
sites. Facebook, YouTube and Twitter are popular social media platforms where Somalis at home and
abroad use to discuss politics, national issues, religion and identifyThe currentadministration of President
Farmajo has significantly used social media as a platform to manage public debates and narratives and
promote government policies and agend4.

3.3TREATMENT OF NMNEDJIOBWRNALISTS

Successie governments in Somalia have efated the rights of journalists and media freedortf In 2019, for

the fifth year running, he countrytopeds gd Bnl | hssdd sn Ognsdbs I ntgm khrsr-

on countries where those who kill journalists escape prosecutiéhThe Somali authoritiesarely investigate
cases of killings or attacks on journalist¥. The absence of credible investigations and continuous
harassmentand intimidation leads to selfcensorship among the medig*

Many Somalis celebratedte election of President Mohamed Abdullda Mohamed Farmajo in February

20172 anditogqdr dmsdc "~ m hlongs ™ ms noongstmhsx enq sgd mdv

outstanding human rights challenge$ including protecting mediafreedomand promoting the right to

11 See: Human Rights Watch, Somalia: A8habab Demanding Children, 14 January 201&ttps://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/14/somalia
al-shabab-demanding-children and; Human Rights Watch, No Place for Children: Child Recruitment, Forced Marriage, and Attacks on

Schools in Somalia, 20 February 201ttps://www.hrw.org/report/2012/02/20/neplace-children/child-recruitment-forced-marriage-and-
attacks-schoolssomalia#2fe0Q

2 See, Human Rights WatchHarsh War, Harsh Peace: Abuses by ABhabaab, the Transitional Federal Government and AMISOM in
Somalia,April 19 2010, https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harstwar-harsh-peace/abusesal-shabaabtransitionatfederatgovernment
and-amisom

3 Amnesty International interviews with Somali journalists, media advocates and international media experts between July aoenixer

2018- Enqg I ngd hmengl shnm nm sgd trd ne I dch®™ hm Rnl kh +,0kd rd
available at:https://www.hrw.org/sites/dfault/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf

4 Amnesty International interviews with Somali journalists, media advocates and international media experts between July acenizer

20109.

5 Amnesty International interviews with Somali journalists, media adates and international media experts between July and December

2019.

16 See for example, Internet World Stats, Usage and Population Statistics availablétps://www.internetworldstats.com/aica.htm.

" Amnesty International interviews with Somali journalists, media advocates and international media experts between July acenbzer

2019.

BRdd+ Gtl " m Qhfgsr V' sbg+ ®Khjd Ehrg hm Onhrnmntr V> sdqr + 1/ 05+
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf

YRdd+ Bnll hssdd sn Ognsdbs | ntgm" k hr bttpst/cpRoFgkepats/2019H0/gatingratvas with-H mc d w1/
murder-killed-justice.php.

P®Rdd+ Gtl " m Qhfgsr V' sbg+ ®Khjd Ehrg hm Onhrnmntr V> sdqr 1/ 05+
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/repompdf/somalia0516web_1.pdfpg.

2ZRdd+ Gtl ' m Qhfgsr V> sbg+ ®Khjd Ehrg hm Onhrnmntr V> sdqgr 1/ 05+
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf

2®RNI "kh* &r Lng ldc @actkk gh E gl i n btps/mweawbbc.com/newstivorltbfrichk-ms ~ + AAB +
38904663.

Z®Rnl "khr fgdds &mdv c¢c vm& "r TR ¢tk m shnm k vhmr oqdrhcdmbx~ 7
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/fie/08/somalipresidentiatelectionrwon-mohamed-abdullahimohamed
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/14/somalia-al-shabab-demanding-children
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/01/14/somalia-al-shabab-demanding-children
https://www.hrw.org/report/2012/02/20/no-place-children/child-recruitment-forced-marriage-and-attacks-schools-somalia#2fe00
https://www.hrw.org/report/2012/02/20/no-place-children/child-recruitment-forced-marriage-and-attacks-schools-somalia#2fe00
https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harsh-war-harsh-peace/abuses-al-shabaab-transitional-federal-government-and-amisom
https://www.hrw.org/report/2010/04/19/harsh-war-harsh-peace/abuses-al-shabaab-transitional-federal-government-and-amisom
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf
https://www.internetworldstats.com/africa.htm
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38904663
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-38904663
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/08/somali-presidential-election-won-mohamed-abdullahi-mohamed

freedom of expressio. Instead, the administration resorted to using heavyanded techniques to suppress
media freedom andthe right tofreedom of expression?*

Journalists and media freedom advocates as well as government officials told Amnesty International that the
current administration of President Farmajo had faced fierce opposition frasppositionpoliticians and other
influential individualslater on in 2017 and the governmentresponse was to crackdown otthe right to

freedom of expression and associatigincluding by manipulating the media through bribes and threats

and attacking opposition figures and government critic8. The governmentis pushingto shrink the civic

space andto control public debates and narratives$’

In addition to the generalized violence against journalists in Somalia, female journalists face additional
challenges including social and cultural restrictions, genddyased violence, acess restrictions- including
accessto premises to cover events and access tareer developmers and trainings- and discriminationin

the work place?® Several female journalists told Amnesty International that they no longer go to cover attack
scenes because they fear béng targeted for being womert® Other female journalists said they face
discriminationin the work place including being excluded from decision making and nbeing given enough
employment benefits compared to their male counterparts.

3.4HEIGHTENED POLTHN3ION IN 2018 AND
2019

Somalia is currently composed cd central federal government that is based in the capital Mogadishu, and
five Federal Member States including Jubalan#t, South West? Galmudug3® Hirshabellé* and Puntland 3
Puntland, in north eastern Somalia, declared itself a semautonomous state in 1998 and has more stable
and functional institutions compared to the other regional states. Puard recognizes its status as a
constituent part of Somalia. Somaliland, an area ironth western Somalia, declared independence from
Somalia in 1991; however, its independence has not been formally recognized by aoyintry.®® The status
of the Banadir Regional Administration (BRA) within the federal system in which Mogadishu is located
has not yet been determined.®” BRAis not a federal state orits own but has a functional regional
administrationheaded by the Mayor of Mogadishu.

In 2018 and 2019, Somalia experienced yet another period of heightened political tension. Much of the
attention of the Somali federal and regional authorities, as well as their international partners, focused on
regional state electoral processes includingp¢ South West presidential elections in late 2018, Puntland

2 Amnesty International Interviews with several journalists, media freedom advocates and government officials between July 2019

November 2019.

25 Amnesty International Interviews with seval journalists, media freedom advocates and government officials between July 2019 and

November 2019.

26®Rnl1 " kh rdbtghsx engbdr "~ qggdr s enql dhifpslwwmteutessccgm/atioke/ugontalia~ Qdt sdgr + 07 Cdb
politics/somalisecurity-forces-arrestformer-minister-in-raid-idUSKBN1EC14D

27 Amnesty International Interviews with several journalists, medi@edom advocates, opposition figures and government officials between

July 2019 and November 2019.

2 Amnesty International interviews with female journalists, Fathi Mohamed Ahmed, Rahma Hassan Mohamed, Amal Yusug Moalim and

others, Mogadishu, Somalia, Jyl2019.

2 Amnesty International interviews with female journalists including Rahma Hassan Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

30 Amnesty International interviews with female journalists including Farhiya Mohamud Yusuf and Nafiso Hersi Mohamed, Naikanya,

20 Nbsnadg 1/08- Eng I ngd nm sgd tmhptd bg kkdmfdr e  bhmf edl kd intgm  kt
Onhrnmntr V' sdqgr http&/won. hrw.orglisitel/defaudt/kiles/repost pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf

31 This includes Gedo, Middle Juba and Lower Juba regions.

32 This includes Lower Shabelle, Bay, and Bakool regions.

33 This includes Galgadud and the southern part of Mudug regis.

34 Hiraan and Middle Shabelle regions.

35Rdd TM Rdbt ghsx Bnt mb hFkdmdeyQ dko nngns FRinel “skghd” +R'd bRy.dls/"0géx. 6 40+ 4 Rdosdl adg 1/ 06 A
SecretaryFdmdg-k nm Rnl “kh>+~ R.1/07.300+ 1 L x 1/07+ o' q > 7-

36 The Economist, WhySomaliland is not a recognized state, 1 November 2015ttps://www.economist.com/theeconomist
explains/2015/11/01/whysomalilandis-not-a-recognisedstate

37Rdd TM Rdbt ghsx Bnt mb hFkdtmdeyQ dko nngns FRinel “skghd® +R'd bRy.dls/"0géx. 6 40+ 4 Rdosdl adq 1/ 06
SecretaryFd mdg* k nm Rnl "kh "+~ R.1/07.300+ 1 L x 1/07+ o° q° 7-

#*Bghrhr Fqnto+ ®Rnl "kh -r Rntsg Vdrs Rs sd9 @ Mdv Oqdr hcdms Hmr

https://wwwcrisisgroup.org/africa/horrafrica/somalia/somaliasouth-weststate-new-presidentinstalled-crisis-inflamed.
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-somalia-politics/somali-security-forces-arrest-former-minister-in-raid-idUSKBN1EC14D
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-somalia-politics/somali-security-forces-arrest-former-minister-in-raid-idUSKBN1EC14D
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf
https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2015/11/01/why-somaliland-is-not-a-recognised-state
https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2015/11/01/why-somaliland-is-not-a-recognised-state
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/somalia/somalias-south-west-state-new-president-installed-crisis-inflamed

parliamentary and presidential elections in earl2019,*° the Jubaland parliamentary and presidential
elections in August 2019?° and the Galmudugelections in early 2020*

All these elections were marred byensions andallegations ofpolitical infightingand rigging“? It is against
this backdrop that auhorities both at the federal and regional levels cracked down on critics and muzzled
human rights including the right tofreedom of expression and media freedorf? and in some instances used
excessiveforce and committed human rights violationand abusesincluding killing civilians*

Somalia authorities did not spare their international partners in their pursuit to silence critics. In January

2019, the authorities, for the first time in the history of Somalia, expelled thiN's Special Representative to

Somalig, Nicholas Haysom, after he raised concerns about the killing of protesters in Baidoa following the

Rntsg Vdrs qdf hnm” k r s’ sd- r* Aften tiresegpnlsiot gf Hdysol,thegl r hcdms h ™ k d
suspended its monthly human rights reports in the country®

P®Rnl " kh™&r Ot msk  mc Qdf hnm Dk d b shttpsieww.vdanpds.convadrioatssomaliaduitla@d-regionr | ~ mt ~ gx 1/ 08 +
electsnew-president

“®Rnl “kh &r I1tdkdbmc @dfHomLgd I dc "r ogqdrhcdms™ @ki yddg + 11 @t ftrs 1/0¢C
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/somalimbaland-region-electsahmed-mohamedpresident190822091045118.html.

“1 @omalia opposition cry foul ahead of Galmudug State electior  Say, @2 SRtember 2019, https://www.thestar.co.ke/siasa/2019
09-22-somaliaoppositioncry-foul-ahead-of-galmudugstate-election/.

“2Chr hr Fgqnto+ ®Rnl kh -r Rntsg Vdrs Rs sd9 @ Mdv Oqgqdrhcdms Hmrs kkdc+ =~ E
https://www.aisisgroup.org/africa/horrafrica/somalia/somaliasouth-weststate-new-presidentinstalled-crisis-inflamed. @k r n r dd+ ®Rnl| ~ kh"~
noonrhshnm bgx entk “~gd'c ne F kil tct fhtf@Rewws.thesthikcd kelsisa/201999-25gd Rs g+ 11 Rdosc

somaliaoppositioncry-foul-ahead of-galmudug-state-election/.

“®Rnl “kh>9 I ntgm khrsr E bd Sggd sr+ Hmshlhc shnmr @yd c ne I|Ita k> mc Dkdt
https://allafrica.com/stories/201906030287.html

“@ mdr sx Hmsdgm shemkksg®Rnkehigbd9 shir ¢t dkk ognsdrsr hm A hcn® tmitrsheh’ al
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/201821somaliause-of-lethat-force-to-quell-protestsin-baidoa-unjustifiable/.

“®Rnl " kh® dwodkr TM dmunx Mh b g rhkps:#ww&bbg.com/hews/wbreriea-46734994mt ~ gx 1/ 08 +

“ Amnesty International interviews with UN officials, July 2019, location withheld.
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https://www.voanews.com/africa/somalias-puntland-region-elects-new-president
https://www.voanews.com/africa/somalias-puntland-region-elects-new-president
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/somalia-jubaland-region-elects-ahmed-mohamed-president-190822091045118.html
https://www.the-star.co.ke/siasa/2019-09-22-somalia-opposition-cry-foul-ahead-of-galmudug-state-election/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/siasa/2019-09-22-somalia-opposition-cry-foul-ahead-of-galmudug-state-election/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/somalia/somalias-south-west-state-new-president-installed-crisis-inflamed
https://www.the-star.co.ke/siasa/2019-09-22-somalia-opposition-cry-foul-ahead-of-galmudug-state-election/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/siasa/2019-09-22-somalia-opposition-cry-foul-ahead-of-galmudug-state-election/
https://allafrica.com/stories/201906030287.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/12/somalia-use-of-lethal-force-to-quell-protests-in-baidoa-unjustifiable/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-46734994

4. INTERNATIONWL
REGIONALGAL
FRAMEWORK

International human rights lawequires governments to respect, protect, promote and fulfil human rights
including the right to freedom of expression antchedia freedom Independent media plays a vital role in
informing citizens about public affairs and monitoring and scrutinizing government actions at all levels.
Among others,media freedom helps the public to remain informed about government policies arekposes
abuses of power and human rights violationsnd abuses.

Various international instruments anchor and lay out the importance of media freedom. Article 19 of the

Universal Declaration of Human Right§UDHR)r s~ sdr ®dudgxnmd g apniengrdd ghfgs sn eq
expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart

information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontigi'sand article 19 of the International

Covenant on Civil and Polital Rights(ICCPR) which Somalia ratified in 1990r s * sdr ®dudgxnmd r g kk
the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom to seekceive and impart information

and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, writing or in print, in the form of art, or through

any other media of his choicé® The@e ghb " m Bg gsdg nm Gtl > m towhich Odnokdr - Qhf
Somalia is also sstateparty, statesh m ~ gshbkd 8 ®dudgx hmchuhct k rg kk g ud
hmengqgland®dmundgx hmchuhct "k rg kk g ud sgd ghfgs sn dwoqgdrr
law. *® All the human rights instrumentsemphasize the importance of media freedom anthe right to

freedom of expression.

The exercise of the right to freedom of expression may be subject to certaintrigsions but only if they meet
all elements of a stringent thregpart tes: they must be provided by lawfwhich must be formulated with
sufficient precision to enable arindividual to regulate their conduct accordingly); and demonstrably
necessary and proportionate (the least restrictive measure to achidtie specified purpose) for the purpose
of protecting specified publicinterests (natimal security, public order, or public health or morals) athe
rights or reputations of others. There must be procedural safeguardgainst abusive imposition of
restrictions, including provision for appedb an independent body with some form of judicialeview.

Restrictionswithin this framework must never jeopardize the right to freedom ekpression itself
Restrictions which do not comply with this test violate freedom expression even where no penalty results.
They violate not only the righto freedom of expression of those people on whom the restrictioniisposed,
but also the right of others to receive information and ideas.

“” Universal Declaration of Human Rights, art. 19.
“ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), art. 19.
“@eghb m Bg - gsdg nm Gtl " m artr8&c Odnokdr - Qhfgsr ' @BGOQ( +
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According to the Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa
adoptedbythe/eghb ™  m Bnl |l hrrhnm nm GtNovember20i®, stédas may lordydimit Qhf gsr hm
the exercise of the right to freedom of expression and the right of access to information if the limitation is:

prescribed by law; serves a legitimate aim; and &snecessary and proportionate means to achieve the stated

aim in a democratic society®

It further explains what it means to be necessary and proportionate, st the limitation must originate

from a pressing and substantial need that is relevant and sigient; have a direct and immediate connection
to the expression such that it is the least restrictive means of achieving the stated aim; and be such that the
benefit of protecting the stated interest outweighs the harm to the expression, including withgect to the
sanctions authorisect!

@ mdr sx Hmsdgm s hnm’ k - thatimndost éhstapdegwhérerautRonties résthictedumann v r
rights including the right tofreedom of expression and media freedom, they did so in the context of security
and fighting terrorism.However,the government actions were not in line witternational human rights law.

The Johannesburg Principles on National Security, Freedom of Expression and Access to Information

adopted on 1 October 1995 by a group of experts iimternational law, national security, and human rights,

contains principles aimed at resolving the tension betweehe right to freedom expression visa-vis national

rdbtqhsx- Hs rs sdr sg s ®f nudqml dms rohibiting speedchthdt sgd kd rs
is contrary to legitimate national security interests; a restriction sought to be justified on the ground of

national security is not legitimate if its genuine purpose or demonstrable effect is to protect interests

unrelated to natioral security, including, for example, to protect a government from embarrassment or

exposure of wrongdoing, or to conceal information about the functioning of its public institutions, or to

dmsqdmbg ° o g%hbtk > q hcdnknf x££~

Governments also have an obligati to prevent, investigate and appropriately prosecutgolations and

abuses against journalists and media organizations. The Human Rights Commifte&eneral Comment No.

31 explains that governments violate their obligations under the ICCPR not only whtate actors are

responsible for human rights violations, but also when the government fails to take necessary steps to

ogqdudms ~atrdr b trdc ax oqghu > sd " bsngr9 fnudgmldmsr | tr
diligence to prevent, punish,vestigate or redress the harm caused by such acts by private persons or

dms h% hdr - —

The Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa also outlines

certain principles that States must consider to guarantee the safeof journalists and other media

practitionersls r > xr sg°'s ®Rs sdr rg kk ft > q msdd sgd r edsx ne
shall take measures to prevent attacks on journalists and other media practitioners, including murder, extra

judicial killing, torture and other forms of iltreatment, arbitrary arrest and detention, enforced

disappearance, kidnapping, intimidation and threats which undermine independent journalism and the free

eknv ne hmengl  shnmtas®Rsgd dat alghtk-k™ sHY detdeegde hud kdf * k
investigate, prosecute and punish perpetrators of attack against journalists and other media practitioners and

dmrtgd sg' s uhbshlr g ud “bbdrr sn deedbshud qgqdldchdr-"—

% The Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa adopted by the African Commiesion
Gtl " m "mc Odnokdr- Qhfgsr hm Mnudladg 1/ 08-

! The Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression and Accessrfotmation in Africa adopted by the African Commission on
Gtl " m "mc Odnokdr- Qhfgsr hm Mnudladg 1/ 08-
https://wwwachpr.org/public/Document/file/English/draft declaration_of_principles_on_freedom_of expression_in_africa_eng.pdf

2 The Johannesburg Principles on National Security, Freedom of Expression and Access to Information adopted on 1 October 1995,
https://www.article19.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/02/joburgprinciples.pdf.

% General Comment No. 31 [80], The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant Adopt2@ on
March 2004 (2187th meeting), https://www.refworld.org/docid/478bBae2.html.

% The Declaration of Principles on Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa adopted by the African Commission
Gtl " m “mc Odnokdr- Qhfgsr hm Mnudladg 1/ 08-
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4. 1INATIONAL LEGALWRRHWE

Sd " kh® - r CGopstitutiorr winichnwaskadopted in 2012guaranteesin article 18 the right tofreedom
of expression and medidreedom as well as the right to impart information in any way It alsoguarantees
in article 32 the right of access tanformation> The Somalia media law whichvas passed bythe Upper
House in January2020 and is beforethe President for his assent’ also provides for the right to freedom of
expressiont® and media freedom including the rights to securityand access toinformation It also prohibits
censorship and forced reporting® Therefore, the Somali government is obligated under its own domestic
laws to respect protect, promote and fulfilthe right to freedom of expressiomand media freedom

However, the media law still contains problematic provisions includisgveralcontent restrictions that are
vaguely wordedthat can be misused by authoritiesf interpreted in their broader meaningsThese include
prohibiting reporting on issues conflicigwith®m™ s hnm ¥ ¥®é misdd dih E&m gnb h s Il h wh ms
uhnkdmbd "~ fHecmobk®emhrdlhm  stnm ne oqno  f > mc ™

Many journalists and media freedom advocatesld Amnesty Internationathat these vaguely defined
provisions in the media lawhreaten to have a chilling effect orthe right tofreedom of expressionas
journalists would steerclear of covering stories that could subject them tthe application of these provisions
by the authorities.

The draft amendmentto the media law in articlel8 makes it mandatory for all local and freelance journalists
operating in the countryto be registeredby the national media committee in the national register of

journalists and subsequently send their names to the ministry of information who will thesue the

journalists with identification. Many journalists and media freedom advocates see this provision as one giving
the Ministry of Information a broad mandate to regulate media and media practitioners as the authorities
could simply bar certain indivduals from practicing their journalistic professiorf®

Each year The UN Special Rapporteur on the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion
and Expression, the Organization for Security and ©peration in Europe (OSCE) Representative on
Freedom of the Media, the Organization of American States (OAS) SpERapporteur on Freedom of
Expression adopt a Joint Declaratiorsetting out standards relating to important freedom of expression
issues. In the 20 Declaration, they stated®ndividual journalists should not be required to be licensed or
to registerand therefore under international law, registration of media workers is prohibited.

In a response to Amnesty International, the Minister for Information, Culture and Tourism, Mohamed Abdi
G  xhg 'L gdd xtbhe(ministsy is willing todisgen dsnati@rl private media and its local and
international partners to make amendments to the media law in accordance with the international standard
in support of the freedom of expression and speeehAmnesty International urges the ministeand all other

%5 Somalia Provisional Constitution, art 18.

5 Somalia Provisional Conitition, art 32.

5" The Somalia Media law was first assented into law by President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud in 2016. In early 2017, the then Mirg$te
Information promised a fresh review before it was approved by cabinet in July 2017. The draft Bill was $erthe Lower House of
Parliament and was passed again in July 2019. The reviewed law was also approved by the senate in January 2020 and is clyregrihe
Office of the President for his final assent.

% Somalia Media Law article. 3.

% Somalia Media Lavarticle. 36.

% Somalia Media Law article. 3.

51 Somalia Media Law, article 3.4.

%2 Somalia Media Law, article 4 (t)

% Somalia Media Law, article 4 (j)

% Somalia Media Law article 4 (x)

% Amnesty International interviews with media advocates between July and December 2019.

% See, International Mechanisms foPromoting Freedom of Expression JOINT DECLARATION by the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of
Opinion and Expression, the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media and the OAS Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expressi
2003, at https://www.osce.org/fom/28235?download=true
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https://www.osce.org/fom/28235?download=true

relevant authorities tdake urgent and immediate steps toeviewthe medialaw and ensure all its provisions
conform to international human rights standard$’

Similarly,R n | k h * Penal Gdde 8l limitsfreedom of expressiorbecause it contains broadand

vaguely worded provisions that criminalize various forms of expression and conduct by journalists such as
defamation® offending the honour and prestige of the head of stafé the publication or dissemination of
false, exaggerated or tendentious newS$,insulting a public officer or institutior/! and contempt against the
nation, state or flag’? or Islamic religion” Most of these offences attract penalties including sentences of up
to three years in prison.

57 Letter of response from Minister Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maareeye) dated 9 February 2020, on file with Amnesty International.
% Somalia Penal Code, article 452.

% Somalia Pen&Code, article 220.

7 Somalia Penal Code, article 328.

" Somalia Penal Code, article 269

2 Somalia Penal Code, article 219.

 Somalia Penal Code, article 313.
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5.KILLINGS AND
ATTEMPTED KILLINGS
JOURNABFST

For the fifth year in a row, Somalia tops the Committee to Protect Journak$€&PJ)Global Impunity Indexon
countries where those who kill journalistsoutinely escape prosecution’* The Somali authorities rarely
investigate cases of killings or attaskon journalists in general”™ This makes Somalia one of the worst
countries to work as a journalist. According to CPJ8gournalistshave beenkilled in Somalia since 19928

At least eight journalists were killed in Somalia since 2017 whénesident Farmajo took office’” Five of the
journalists died as a result of ABhabaab attacks®, two weretargeted andkilled by unidentified attackers®
and one was shot dead by dederal police officerin Mogadishu® Two of the journalists were killed in 20%,
four in 2018 and two in 20198 There was also an attempt on the life of another journalist through an
Improvised Explosion Device (IED) fitted in his cdfe survivedthe attack butsustainedserious injuries®?
Apart fromtwo cases including one inwhich a policeman who killed a journalist in Mogadishu in 2018 was
convicted in absentiabut remainsat large, no onehas beenheld accountablefor the killings or the
attempted killings of the other journalist&

“Bnll hssdd sn Ogqnsdbs I ntgm khrsr ' BOI https:/@pEaighepdrtei2019[@0/detkineawdysith- Lt qcdg + 18 N
murder-killed-justice.php.

> Amnesty International interviews with numerous journalists and three media freedom achtes in Mogadishu and Nairobi between July
"mc Mnudladg 1/08- Rdd “krn+ Gtl ' m Qhfgsr V> sbg+ ®Khjd Ehrg hm Onhrnmntr
https://www.hrw.org/siés/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf

s Amnesty International telephone interview with Muthoki Mumo, CPJ S@aharan Africa Representative, 22 January 2020, Nairobi,
Kenya. See Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Somalia pagehtis://cpj.org/africa/somalia/

7 Amnesty International interviews with numerous journalists and 3 media freedom advocates in Mogadishu and Nairobi betwegrahd
November 2019. Amnesty International interviews wittelatives of the journalists killed in 2018 and 2019, between July and December
2019 and Amnesty International telephone interview with Ismail Sheikh Khalifa, Istanbul, Turkey, 16, November 2019.

8 Awil Dahir Salad, Mohamed Sahal Omar, Hodan Nalayeh, Alilhhi Osman Moalim and Ali Nur Siyad.

" Abdirizak Said Osman and Abdullahi Mire Hashi.

8 Abdirizak Qassim Iman.

8 Amnesty International interviews with numerous journalists and two media freedom advocates, Mohamed lbrahim Moalimuu of the
Federation of Sorali Journalists and Abdalle Ahmed Mumin of Somali Journalists Syndicate, Mogadishu, Somalia, 21 July 2019 and 16
July 2019 respectively, Amnesty International interviews with relatives of the journalists killed in 2018 and 2019, betweéy dnd
December 219 and Amnesty International telephone interview with Ismail Sheikh Khalifa, Istanbul, Turkey, 16, November 2019.

8 Amnesty International telephone interview with Ismail Sheikh Khalifa, Istanbul, Turkey, 16 November 2019. Note that thigahenalist
who sustained the serious injuries as a result of an Improvised Explosion Device (IED) fitted in his car. He is now recowegtidgn Turkey
but has serious and permanent injuries.

8 Amnesty International interviews with numerous journalists and three mediaedom advocates in Mogadishu and Nairobi between July
and November 2019. And Amnesty International telephone interview with Qassim Iman Osoble, the father of the journalist wkitlee was
found guilty by a military court in Mogadishu in November 2018/logadishu, Somalia, 16 November 2019. In a response to our questions,
the Minister for Information, Culture and Tourism, Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maareeye) said that two men were found guilty by iamnyilcourt

in Mogadishu in May 2019 and were executed fonvolvement of planning the bomb attack that killed Universal TV journalist Awil Dahir
Salad in December 2018.
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https://cpj.org/reports/2019/10/getting-away-with-murder-killed-justice.php
https://cpj.org/reports/2019/10/getting-away-with-murder-killed-justice.php
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/somalia0516web_1.pdf
https://cpj.org/africa/somalia/

On 26 July 2018, Abdirizak Qassim Iman17, an SBS TV cameraman was shot dead in Mogadishu by

Abdullahi Nur Ahmed, a police office* According to information gathered by Amnesty International, the

journalist was shot in the head by the police officer as he tried to pass through a security checkpoint in the

city®Sgd intgm khrs v'r gdongsdckx qwheré¢hpmdsnmetordmginl Lnf chrgt
footage for a story he was working ofi.

According to court documents seen by Amnesty International, in November 2018, a military court in
Mogadishu found Abdullahi Nur Ahmedyuilty of murdering the journalisin absentiaand sentenced him to
five years in prisonand 100 camels in compensation to his famil§” The trial and the subsequent conviction
of the police officer was not made public until July 201% The familymembers of the journalistwere
allowed to attend the military courproceedings but are not happy with the outcom@

Qassim Iman Osoble, the father of the slain journaligild Amnesty international:

®ltrshbd g ' r mns addm rdqudc hm sghr b rd+ sgd onkh

momengd v r mns ~qgdrsdc+ mc vd g *®wdm-s addm bnl odm

Although the trial of the police officer is seen by some observé&ras a small step towards accountability for
killings of journalists in Somalia generally and specifically fitvis casg® the family of the journalist is still
waiting for justice for their loved one as the perpetrator remains at larije.

In the evening of18 September 2018 Abdirizak Said Osman32, a reporter with Codka Nabada (Radio

Voice of Peacgwas stabbedtwice by unknownassailantsh m F* " kj " xn+ °~ bhsx hm Ot msk  mc-
border5* Abirizak died in the Mudug Regional Hospital the following morning where he was undergoing

treatment for the injuries he sustained during the attack. The motive of the attaskunclear but one

journalist from Gaalkayo said thaAbdirizak had previouslyreceived threats from people perceived to be Al

Shabaab members®®

Amnesty International is not aware of any investigations carried out in relation to this casd no one was
brought to justicefor the death of Abdirizak.

®Nt g intgm khrs v r rs aadc sn cd > sg 'r gd v ' r gd'c
cd " sg "mc sn ¢ sd¥ mn nmd hr gdkc “bbntms akd"™

Ahmed Caano GeelDirector of Codka Nabadda, Rdio Voice of Peace

8 Amnesty International telephone interview with Qassim Iman Osoble, the father of the journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 Nmxem

2019. Amnesty hternational interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, secretary general of the Federation of Somali Journalists,

Mogadishu, Somalia, 21 July 2019. According to his father, Abdirizak was 17 years old.

% Amnesty International telephone interview with the faer of the journalist, Qassim Iman Osoble, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 November

20109.

8 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, secretary general of the Federation of Somali Journalistsadiisiou,

Somalia, 21 July 2019. See also, Committd s n Ogqnsdbs I ntgm khrsr 'BOIlI (+ ®Rnl “kh b ldg odgrnm r
https://cpj.org/2018/07/somalicamerapersonshot-dead-in-mogadishu.php

87 Caurt document on file with Amnesty International.

8 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, secretary general of the Federation of Somali Journalistsadiisiou,

Somalia, 21 July 2019.

% Amnesty International telephone interview wit@assim Iman Osoble, father of the journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 November 2019.

% Amnesty International telephone interview with Qassim Iman Osoble, the father of the journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 Noxem

2019.

* Including some media freedom advocates in Somalia and the Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia.

2 The Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Somalia, for example, in his September 2019 report noted inter-ali i®v g

the penalty remains inadequate, the conviction sent a signal that justice and accountability for attacks on journalistsispch a k d ~ - Rd d +

®Rhst shnm ne gtl " m ghfgsr hm Rnl > kh™ "+ Qdongs n elia 46gSeptehhbec201®d mc d ms Dwodgs
para 59. https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A_ HRC_42_62_AEV.pdf

% Amnesty International telephone interview with Qassim Iman Osoble, the father of the journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 Noxem

2019.

94 Amnesty International telephone interview with Ahmed Caano Geel, Director of Codka Nabadda, Radio Voice of Peacedidbga

Rnl “"kh>+ 05 Mnudladg 1/08- @krn rdd+ QRE+ ®Q chn gqdongsdqg rs aadc sn cd’ s
https://rsf.org/en/news/radiaeporterstabbed-death-centralsomalia

% Amnesty International telephone interview with a journalist from Gaalkayo, date of the interview and name of the journatistetd for

security reasons and on the request of the journalist.

% Amnesty International telephone intergiv with Ahmed Caano Geel, Director of Codka Nabadda, Raio Voice of Peace, Mogadishu,

Somalia, 16 November 2019.
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A_HRC_42_62_AEV.pdf
https://rsf.org/en/news/radio-reporter-stabbed-death-central-somalia

On 27 October 2018 two unidentified gunmen shot and killedAbdullahi Mire Hashj 26,°" a producer and
host of a daily showthat is broadcased on the privatelyowned Darul Sunnah radio station in the town of
Elasha Biyaha, outside of theapital, Mogadishu. The gunmen escaped the scene of the attack and no one
has claimed responsibility for theilling. Although the circumstances of this attack remain unclear, two
journalists told Amnesty International thaAbdullahi Mire Hashihad receivedthreatening phone calls from
individuals who saidthey were AlShabaab members questioring why his radio station was not covering the
fgnto-r nodq shnmr hm sgd gdf hnm-

Abdirahman Matan Diriye, director oDarul Sunnah radio where Abdullahi workedjuestioned why the
journalist was targeted as their radio station only aired Islamic lectures and is not involved in politicany
other reportingthat would be deemed to be controversiaNo one was arrested in connection with this case
and no investgations were carried ouf?

On 22 December 2018, Awil Dahir Salad 48, a popular journalist who worked for the privatelgwned
Universal TV was killed in a car bomb attack in Mogadish® Three other Universal TV employees including
@v hk-r svn ddrieexwere alsoiled in thenattack®

The four were heading to the Universal TV studios and were attacked while crossing a security checkpoint
near the presidential palaceTwo car bomb attackstook placein successionthat day and the four were
reportedly killed in the first attack. A total of 26 people died in the twin attack® Awil and his colleagues
died on the spot. The armed group AShabaab claimed responsibility for both attack$® In response toone
of the questionsAmnesty Internationakent him relating to this casethe Minister for Information, Culture

and Tourism, Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maareeye) said that two men were found guilty by a military court in
Mogadishu in May 2019 and were executed for involvement of planning the bomb attack ttkéted Awiland
othersin December 20181%*

On 12 July 2019, SBC Somali TV reporteMohamed SahalOmar ~ kr n j mndheme, 34,andF = - | °
SomaliCanadian journalist and founder of Integration TModan Nalayelr vdgd j hkkdc hm Jhr !l *~ xn
Hotel attacki% The two journalists were among 26 people who were killed in the attack on one of the

popular hotek in the capital city of the Jubaland regional stat®® The attack was carried out by four gunmen

who stormed the hotel in the evening of 12 July. The armedaup AlShabaab claimed responsibility for the

attack.107

Two more journalists Abdullahi Osman Moalimwho worked for the privatehowned Radio Codka Hiiraan
and the stateowned Jubaland TVand Ali Nur Siyad a freelance cameramanwere killed in Somalia in
2017 making the totalnumber of journalists killed sincePresident Farmajo took office eightAli Nur Siyad

@ mdr sx Hmsdgm shnm k sdkdognmd hmsdquhdvr vhsg svn ietgm khrsr eqnl Lnf

L nf * c h rnbua, 28 Octdter 2018,http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018L0/28/c_137562949.htm, And, Committee to Protect

Intgm khrsr "BOI (+ ®Q  chn i nt q nef2018rhips:/fcpj.ongiPdi3/1radiejournblistguRned-dovkdn- ~— + 20 Nbsna
somalia.php

% Amnesty International telephone interview with two journalists from Mogadishu, date of theimiew and name of the journalist withheld

for security reasons and on the request of the journalists.

% Amnesty international telephone interview with Abdirahman Matan Diriye, director of Darul Sunnah, Elasha Biyaha, Somalia, 16

November 2019.

10 Amnesty International telephone interview Abdullahi Ahmed Nur, head of news and programs and editor of universal TV in south central

Rnl "kh >+ 05 Mnudladg 1/08- Rdd "~ krn+ Bnl | h stpd/dpj.csgidatddppople/awidshir-l nt gqm™ khr sr '
salad/index.php

B (

MTMDRBN+ @Ghngddgb'skn gp nmcd!l mr sdgqgng “~ss " bj hm Rnl kh® sg°s bk hldc mtldgntr

3 January 2019, https://en.unesco.org/news/directogeneratcondemns-terror-attack-somaliaclaimed-numerouslives-including-journalist

2®Rnlcdckhsg snkk ghrdr sn 15 eqnl vddjdmc ak rsr hm b ohs k + @O0+ 13 Cdbdl

https://apnews.com/c524f4572e864517815adde08337fd64
103 Amnesty International telephone interview Abdullahi Afed Nur, head of news and programs and editor of universal TV in south central

Rnl "kh> + 05 Mnudladg 1/08- @krn rdd+ ®Rnl “kh c¢cd > sg snkk ghrdr sn 15 eqnl

https://apnews.com/c524f4572e864517815adde08337fd64

104 | etter of response from Minister Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maareeye), dated 9 February 2020, on file with Amnesty International.

“"@@s Kd'rs 15 Cd c hm Rnl kh® Gnsdk @ss bj Bk hldc ax Rg - a a + Mdv Xngqj
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/13/world/africa/somaliahabab-hotel-kismayo.html

1% Amnesty International telephone interview with Farah Omar Sahal, Kismayo, Somalia, 4 December 2019 and Amnesty International

interview with Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019.

e@s Kd'rs 15 Cd'c jhmkRrhll dkch 'axGnRsgdka "@s s+* bMdv Xnqgj Shldr+ 02 1 tkx 1/08+
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/13/world/africa/somaliahabab-hotetkismayo.html Minister Mohamed Abdi Hyir (Maareeye) stated in

a letter he sent us on 9 February 2020, that Jubaland CID arrested one suspect and are continuing investigations, howevemthister did

not provide further details including whether the suspect wdermally charged ornot.
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was killed ina truck bomb attack that killed more than 500 people in Mogadishu o&4 October 2017 and
Abdullahi Osman Moalim died orl3 September2017 from injuries he sustained duringa suicide bomb
attack in a restaurant in Beledweyne in the Hirshabelle regional state-@habaab claimed responsibility for
this attack%®

5.1AN ATTEMPTED KILLING

-0 In the evening of4 December 2018 the

= veteran Somaljournalist and media
rights activist with Kalsan TVilsmail Sheikh
Khalifa 47, was critically injured when a
bomb planted in his car exploded in
Mogadishu® Ismail and a friend had just
left the TV studio wherdsmail recorded a
weekly show he hostedwhen his car
explodeda few minutes after he drove off!!

Ismail Sheikh Khalifawho is currently being
treated in Istanbul, Turkey for the serious
injuries he sustained in tte attack, explained
to Amnesty International what happened to
him that day:

®H o gjdc | x bIVsgtudiost sr hcd sg
and went in to record a program at around
midday. | left the studios at 3 p.m. with a friend
whom | hosted that day. When | drove for five
minutes, | heard a huge explosion. | was
shaken and immediately saw parts of my lower
body on the cardioMy friend was unhurt, he
asked what had happened, | told him our car
exploded. He was shocked and could not move.
| was bleeding profusely. | opened the car door
and threw myself on the ground. Journalists
who came to cover the explosion realized it
wa me, and they took me to Digfeer

Vetamn journalist and media raghigist/smail Sheikh Khalifa, was
critically injured when a bomb planted in his car exploded in Moge ]
December 2018. Ismail is currently being treated in Istanbul, Turk hospital 12
serious injuries he sustainkdtiattack® Ismail Sheikh Khalifa

Ismail Sheikh Khalifa.

Ismail underwent several surgeriesn his lower body and back in Mogadishu. The injuries were too seriqus
howeveri®® and in October 2019, withthe help of his friends and other wellvishers, he was flown to

1% Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, secretary general of the Federation of Somali Journalists, 8siya,
Somalia, 21 July 2019Sghr v r sgd vngkc-r c¢cd ckhdrs b g anla dudwdely mc Rnl " kh" -r c¢cd
assumed to have been carried out by ABhabaab, the group has not claimed responsibility for it. See, UN Panel of Experts on Somalia, UN

Doc: S/2018/1002, Somaliaeport of the Monitoring Group on Somalia and Eritrea submitted in accordance witholksion 2385, 9

November 2018.

19 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, secretary general of the Federation of Somali Journalistsadisiou,

Somalia, 21 July 2019. Also, seeCommittee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Somali journalifes after suicide bomber targets café, 14

September 2019, https://cpj.org/2017/09/somalijournalistdies-after-suicide-bomber-target.php.

10 Amnesty Internatimal telephone interview with Ismail Sheikh Khalifa, Istanbul, Turkey, 16, November 2019. See also, Human Rights

V' sbg+ ®Rnl "kh I ntgm khrs Bqghshb" ktps/mw@i. orgmews/F 1841 2/0Ysdmajibumalist+ 6 Cdbdl adqg 1/ (
critically-hurt-car-bombing.

11 Amnesty International telephone interview with Ismail Sheikh Khalifa, Istanbul, Turkey, 16, November 2019.

12 Amnesty International telephonénterview with Ismail Sheikh Khalifa, Istanbul, Turkey, 16, November 2019.

113 Photos of the injures Ismail sustained in the attack show serious body burns in his lower body, thighs and back. Photosemiih

Amnesty International.
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Istanbul for further treatment'** No one has claimed responsibility for the attack. Amnesty International did
not find evidence of any investigations into this case and no oh&s beenbrought to justicefor it.11

Several other journalist who spoke with Amnesty International said they no longer drive their own cars
because they could easily be targeted by people who wanted to kill or harm them.

®Vd khud himolondey dridesmyselk | usediffegent cars, | was brdright heee to
interview with you and | will call for another car when | am.géirtg backn m- s j mnv vgn hr ok’
X nié

A journalistin Mogadishu.

Media freedom advocates told Amnesty International théte authorities and other unknown indiiduals
intimidate and harassthem when they speak out for the rights of their fellow journalistShey said the attack
against Ismail is an example dfiow real the threats can bet!’

®Sghr v’ r ° bkd g “ssdlos nm ghr khed+ rnldnmd v msdc gh
journalists and media in general. We are devastated Hyis attack and we wish him the quickest recovery

He is still in hospital. So many wellishers supported through generous contributions to cater for his

l dchb> k ahkkr- H cnm-s jmnv vgn "~ ss  bjdc@achlktk dt@glH c | r
Mumin, Secretary General of Somali Journalists Syndicate (S3a)d.}'8

The Minister forInformation, Culture and Tourism, Mohamed Abd{Maareeyg told Amnesty International
that the government is committed t@nsuring the safetyof journalist and that it has established aNational
CoordinationCommittee on Safety of SomaliJournalists He added thatthe government isalso considering
making it a constitutional committee However, the minister did not provide further detailgarticularly onthe
capacity of the committeeto investigateattacks on journalists andhe specific steps it has takento ensure
accountability for previous violations and abuseagainst Somali journalistincluding those listed in this
report.t1®

14 Amnesty Internationatelephone interview with Ismail Sheikh Khalifa, Istanbul, Turkey, 16, November 2019.

15 Amnesty International telephone interview with Ismail Sheikh Khalifa, Istanbul, Turkey, 16, November 2019 Amahesty International
interview with Abdalle Ahmed MuminMogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019Reviewof government responses to Amnesty International on
this case

116 Amnesty International interview with a journalist (name withheld), Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019.

7 Amnesty International interview with Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, 5 November 2018airobi, Kenya

18 Amnesty International interview with Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, 5 November 2019, Nairobi, Kenya.

119 | etter of response from Minister Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maareeye), dat@d=ebruary 2020, on file with Amnesty International.
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6.PHYSICAL ATTACKS,
ARBITRARY ARRESTS ¢
JOURNALISTS AND RAI
OF MEDIA OUTLETS

Journalists were attacked, beaten aharbitrarily arrested by Somalia security forcegcluding by police,
military and other government officialsn 2018 and 2019 throughout south central Somalia. Most journalists
were attacked while on duty covering stories at national events, at blaisés covering the aftermath of Al
Shabaab attacks, during demonstrations against government policies and while going through security
checkpoints in Mogadishut?® The authorities in Mogadishu and in Puntland have also raided and
temporarily closed media oudts to prevent or discourage coverage of news events andragaliation!?*

Although there were instances wherauthoritiesreacted to and recognized attacks against some journalists
by either publicly apologizing to the affected journalists or saying thaetsecurity personnel responsible for
the attackshad beenarrested and investigations opengéf? there were no meaningful investigations into
those incidents and no prosecutions were opened againstispectedperpetrators except for one casan
which two military officers were arrestednd taken to courtfor beatingand harassing twgournaliss but
werelater released after the journalistallegedlyforgave them'

6.1PHYSICAL ATTACKS

On 26 June 2019, a military officer beatAbdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed popularly known asMoalim, a
journalist with the Radio Voice of Banadir Regional Administration (BRA). Abdulgadir was badly beaten by
the military officer at the Banadir Regional Administration premises while trying to cover the celebrations of
the Somalia hdependence Day.

20 Amnesty International multiple interviews with Somali journalists who were beaten, harassed and arrested by security foetesebn
July and December 2019 in person in Mogadishu and remotely from Nabi.

21 The media outlets that were raided by security forces include Universal TV in Mogadishu, RTN TV and Radio Daljir officesritidhd.
22 See for examplehttps://www.facebo&.com/Shariifunaa/posts/3321840577841348statement by Abdinur Mohamed Ahmed, the
Director of Communications at the Office of the President, on his Facebook page.

123 Amnesty International telephone interview with Abdullahi Dahir Abdi and Said Warsame Sahiogadishu, Somalia, 4 December
2019. The two journalists told Amnesty International that the military officers who beat them were arrested but after reguestm family
members they voluntarily forgave the two officers. The two military officers werert released and were not prosecuted for this attack on
the two journalists.
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https://www.facebook.com/Shariifunaa/posts/3321840577841348

Amnesty International viewed a video clip posted on social media showing the military officer beating,
punching and throwing the journalist to the ground while people in attendance watéH.

®H vdms sgdgd sn bdk daofitheday withrfelow ditméns and te ajsd coger tbeo h md r r
bdkdag shnmr+ ats H dmcdc to ogxrhb kkx “mc d¥nshnm’ kkx

Through a post on his Facebook pageAbdinur Mohamed Ahmed,the Director of Communications atthe
Office of the President, apologizedor the attack against the journalist and said that the officer who attacked
Abdulgadir was arrested?®

Abdulgadir says hewas later pressured by senior government officials and friends of the arrested officer to
record a video forgiving the officer and publish it on his Facebook paéfé. The officer was then released
without any charges after Abdulgadir had posted the vidéé?

®H bntkc g ud gqdrhrsdc ats mn nmd wxtkgnfv gmmsddeq(
sn otakhbkx ad> s I d vntkcm-s ad “~eq hc sn bnld °~ mc
H cdbhcdc s cqgno sgd hrrtd-"

Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed

Similarly, onl July 2019, a senior official at the office of the Prime Minister physically assaulted and
harassed China Global Television Network (CGTN) correspondAbdulaziz Billow Aliand his cameraman
Mohamed Ahmed Mohamed*® The two journalists were covering celebrations tife Somalia Independence
C'x hmrhcd sgd Oghld Lhmhrsdqg-r qdr hcdmbd-

According to Abdulaziz, the senior official wanted them to intervidvim, but they informed himthat there

was no need for them to do so as they had enough material from government offiand were only

hmsdgqdrsdc hm s kjhmf sn ngchm gx odnokd ~ssdmchmf sgd b
sn hmsdquhdv ghl+ rn gd rs gsdc sg@dcsBmhmfy ttrhecmc®Gdr gh
broke ourtripodandb * 1 dg°>~ gd "~ ccdc-

-——
-

Journalist Abdulaziz Billow alongside other local and international journalists coveBhglmahttachk pylide station in
@efnnxd+ 2/ jlr RV ne Rnl > kh’-r b assdubed thy & goennfentofficiayan -
Rnl "kh® Hmcdodmcdmbd C° ®AbdutaziqBdldw sgd Oqghl d Lhmhrsdaq-

124 Watch, https://www.facebook.com/Daacad1414/videos/227461819598752X/ideo posted on Facebook in Jun2019 showing the
military officer beating, punching and throwing the journalist to the ground.

125 Amnesty International interview with Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

1% Seehttps://www.facebook.com/Shariifunaa/posts/3321840577841348&tatement by the Director of Communications at the office of the
President, Abdinur Mohamed Ahmed on his Facebook page. On 23 January 2020, Amnesty International sent letethe Somalia
authorities with specific questions relating to actions it has taken to investigate and prosecute perpetrators of attacksuwmnalists and
media outlets including this incident. At the time of writing, we have not received a specific respe relating to this incident.

27 Amnesty International interview with Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

128 Amnesty International interview with Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

129 Amnesty International iterview with Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

10 Amnesty International interview with Abdulaziz Billow Ali, Mogadishu, Somalia, 19 July 2019.
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Abdulaziz later posted the ordeal on hi$witter page explaining what happened and how the official

®eqtrsg sdc ghdvtéeéngat mhieoldme#dgdE- "~ mc sg°' s sgd hmbhcdms
otakhb vgn b I d sn bdkdaq" s d Hélalso urgedthecSdnmabeadtho@tiesxto bdk daq ™ s hn
ensure thattheir officials respect and uphold the rights of journalists to wioin a freeand safe

environment?3!

Rgngskx “esdq gd rdms nts sgd svddsr+ @actk yhy rs qgsdc
office asking him to take down the postut he refused. The journalist kept receiving more callincluding

eqnl udgx rdmhng hmchuhct kr ° s forvpad hadtmppéndd tdhimmahdr sdgq-r nee
ghr b ldg I "m- ®Sgdx “"rjdc |Id sn dhsgdq qdlnud sgd svdds
intervening, and | did the later because | did not want more pressure*®?

On4 November 2019 police officersbeat up and harassed a group of journalistancluding Jama Nur

Ahmed of Al JazeeraArabic and Feisal OmarHashi of Reuters!® The journalists were returning from
Mogadishu airport wiere theyhad beencovering a humanitarian story related to the excessive flooding in
some regions in the country. The police officers fired in the and pointed their guns at the journalists to

stop them. They then started beating angunching some of the journalists'** Two of the journalists suffered
slight injuries from the beatings. The police officers also briefly confiscated the two cameras belonging to the
Al Jazeera journalists:®

The Director of communications at the office of the President, Abdindohamed Ahmed said that two
police officers were arrested on Tuesday 5 Novemb2019 in relation to their involvement in beating these
journalists®¢ but Amnesty International did not find evidence thahe police officers were arrested and
prosecuted forbeating up the journalists’

FeisalOmar Hashiof Reuters told Amnesty Internationahat he found it increasingly dificult to work in
Mogadishu as aphotojournalist in the past two years® v are facing increased harassment frorthe security
forces, but we will not bediscouragedr vd r g kk bnmsheid® vhsg ntqg vngj  gd

It is unclear why the journalists were attacked in this incident, but this was part of a broader pattern in
Mogadishu and in other regional states showing a worrying increase in attaed arbitrary arrests of
journalists. At least 14 journalists were physically attacketh south centralSomalia in2018 and 2019.1%°
According to Mohamed Ibrahim MoalimuuSecretary General othe Federation of Somali Journalists
(FESQJ)the trend ofarresting and attacking journalists anadther media workers is an indication ahe
growing attacks on freedom of expression and media freedom in the country

®Sghr s gd mdetainengahdjgptadkingjdunmdlists and other media workers seems tadicate an
intention to intimidate and harass journalists and media workers. This will eventually lead to-selisorship
and weaken independent media'“° he said.

On 3 February 2020,the Directorate of Communications at the Presidency responded to dimdings on
attacks on journalistsand actions the government has taken to investigatand prosecutethe attackers but
the response falls far short of clarity on steps taken to addretf® specific cases welisted. It says:

131 Amnesty International interview with Abdulaziz Billow Ali, Mogadishu, Somalia, 19 J2O19. Also see, the tweets here,
https://twitter.com/AbdulBillowAli/status/11457673713129635897s=20

132 Amnesty International interview with Abdulaziz Billow Ali, MogadishBomalia, 19 July 2019. On 23 January 2020, Amnesty
International sent letters to the Somalia authorities with specific questions relating to actions it has taken to investagaleprosecute
perpetrators of attacks on journalists and media outlets includj this incident. At the time of writing, we have not received a specific
response relating to this incident.

13 The other journalists who were in the car were, Abdinasir Abukar Hared and Mohamed Ali Dahir of Aljazeera.

134 Amnesty International telephone interview with Feisal omar Hashi, 27 January 2020, Mogadishu, Somalia.

35 Amnesty International telephone interview with Feisal omar Hashi, 27 January 2020, Mogadishu, Somalia; Amnesty International
telephone interview wittMohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu Mogadishu, Somalia, 3 December 201®Review of government responses to
Amnesty International on this case.

13 https://www.facebook.com/Shariifunaa/posts/32486702210065

137 Amnesty International telephone interview with Feisal omar Hashi, 27 January 2020, Mogadishu, Som&gview of government
responses to Amnesty International on thisase.

138 Amnesty International telephone interview with Feisal omar HasB# January 2020, Mogadishu, Somalia.

13 This is the number recorded by Amnesty International, but it is likely higher.

140 Amnesty International telephone interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, Mogadishu, Somalia, December 2019.
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®Nm sgd b’ r dr gowrnmeqtofficilb éanerdachimg on the freedom of the press, the law
enforcement agencies and the judiciary have on several occasions arrested and prosecuted officials found
guilty of violating the rights of journalistsAll officials found convicted of agaging in arrests, physical harm,

*mc ¢l fd sn oqnodgsx g ud rteedgdc sgd bnm¥dptdmbdr

6.2ARBITRARY ARIRESIOURNALISTS

On 8 February 2018, Jubaland police arrestedSabir Abdulkadir Warsamea journalistwho was working with

the privatelyowned Somali Cable TV in Kismay®? Sabir told Amnesty international that he was interviewing
members of the public about the first anniversary of the election of Somalia's President Mohamed Abdullahi
Mohamed (Farmajo)inJ hr I " xn vgdm gd v 'r “~gqdrsdc ax | ta” k> mc
put down my camera and then took me to th€riminal Investigation DepartmentEID) centre in Kismayo

"mc v 'r sgdm sq mredgqgdc¢ sgnd % gchc®Eh s~ cdsdmshnm e

Sabir was kept in detention for four days and was released on 11 February 84 He was neither taken to
court nor shown an arrest warrant before his arre$t? He said police had beaten him badly while he was in
detention and questioned him on why he filmea vehicle carrying charcoal, something Sabir said he did not
record.*® The UN Security @uncil banned charcoal exportation from Somalian 2012 and reporting on it is
considered to be vensensitivel4’

®Nm sgd mhfgs ne 0/ Ed agkime qukoftherddieniibn Cerire, blimdéoldéddindpet e hbdqr

me in a car boot. They drove me to the beach and started béag me badly. They immersed me in the water
and tried to strangle me at times. | was bleeding from both my mouth and nose until | becameaonscious.

I found myself in the cell the following morning while other inmates were helping me. A CID officer whom |
know came to the detention facility in the morning and was shockdxy how badly | was beaten. He ordered
for my release and | was releasedn 11 February  Sabir told Amnesty International®

Sabir Abdulkadir Warsaioernalist who was working with the-pvvaigigomali Cable TV in Kismayested, detained and tortured
in February 3@y the Jubaland Regional StatecPadibe Abdulkadir Warsame

41 Email response from the Directorate of Communications at the Presidency, received on 3 February 2020, on file with Amnesty
International.

42 Amnesty International telephone interview with Sabir Abdulkadir Warsame, location withheld, 3 December 2019.

WAmMNdr sx Hmsdgm shnm k sdkdognmd hmsdquhdv vhsg R ahg @actokj  chq
facility in Kismayo used by the Jubaland intelligence agency to temperedly detain people.

144 Amnesty International interview whit Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, Secretary General of the Federation of Somali Journalists, Mogadishu,
Somalia, 21 July 2019 and Amnesty International telephone interview with Sabir Abdulkadir Warsame, location withheld, 3 Dbeer2019.

45 Amnesty Internationatelephone interview with Sabir Abdulkadir Warsame, location withheld, 3 December 2019.

146 Amnesty International telephone interview with Sabir Abdulkadir Warsame, location withheld, 3 December 2019.

147 UN Security Council, Resolution 2036 (2012), Adopted bthe Security Council at its 6718th meeting, on 22 February 2012.
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2036(2012)

148 Amnesty International telephone intergiv with Sabir Abdulkadir Warsame, location withheld, 3 December 2019.
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Sabir said he was unable to operate in Kismayo as a journabgter this incidentand decided to flee to
Mogadishu?*® He also later fled Mogadishu for another country due to continuous threats to his life coming
from Jubalandsecurity forces

On 20 November 2018 police arrestedNur Ismail Sheikh
30, an editor of the privatelyowned websiteShaaciye in
Mogadishu. Nur told Amnesty International that he wrote
articles and posted short videos that were critical of senior
govenment officials on his Facebook account. He was later
released on bail on 2 December after spendingvelvedays
in detention, four at the CID headquarters in Mogadishu
and eight at the MogadishuCentral Prison 10

Nur told Amnesty International that he was taken to the
Banadir Regional Court on 24 November 2018 where the
police officers asked the court to keep him for mordays,
but the judge refused to entertain the allegationsaying
that he had the right to frely express himself and report as
a journalist.

inciting the public and asked them to release me, but they
said a senior government official wanted me to be detained
for a few more days. The judge was annogléout he allowed
sgdl sn jddo I d eng I ngd c°

®Sgd itcfd v ' r rtgoghrdc sg°

s sgdx v

xr gd s

Nur Ismail Sheitkds arrested in MogadishuinNove hmsdgm”  shnm” k- ®Sg s nettr ntsq fdntr

2018 over critical Facebook posts he made agains independent, | had to spend 8 more days at the

government officiddghad to flee the countryinNove | s~ ¢ hr gt b dhenadded. Nurwas atern m

2019 due to threats to hisylifecurity offici@sNur .g ?1 ' o

Ismail Sheikh released on bail on 2 Decembet®! Nur wasarrested
without a warrant and was not represented by a lawyer.

On 28 May 2019, police in Mogadishu arrestedAli Adan Mumin, a popular journalist working with the
privately owned Goobjoog Media TV ariRadio withouta warrant. Ali told Amnesty internationahat he was
taken to the BanadirRegional Court and was accused of insulting public officials, disrupting government
vngqj+ rogd chmf ogno f mc® “~#®c adhmf ®c mfdgntr

S

n sgd o

@bbngchmf sn bntgs cnbtl dmsr r dden the journglistwedsrascusedtdins d g m™ s hn'm

adhmf ®c mfdqgqntr sn sgd ot akhb ™ ihwhiclghe &ainedtobmins n

E bdann

onrrdrrhnm ne kd jdc bnohdr ne sgd Rnl " kh ouldnos hnm k rdbn

share them?® On 29 May 2019, a judge at the BanadiRegional Court dismissed the police case against Al
but ordered that he be detained until the national exams were concluded.

®Hs v r t m  téjddgesdismidsatl the glegations against my client and agaandered for his

bnmshmtdc cdsdmshnm @kh-r k> vxdg+ @achgldégrhnesty G rr " m vgn

international. Ali was later released on 31 May 20194

On 14 October 2019 Abdiaziz Hassan Moalimknown as AbdiazizZ-olyarey, a freelane journalist working
with various media outlets including Somali Cable TV was arbitrarily arreséedhis house and detained at
the Jowhar police station in Hirshabelle State. The journalist was arrested after covering public protests in
Jowhar that day.Security forces in Jowhar had carried out a security operation the previous night arresting

149 Amnesty International telephone interview with Sabir Abdulkadir Warsame, location withheld, 3 December 2019.

%0 Amnesty International telephone interview with Nur Ismail Sheikh, undisskd location, 7 November 2019.

51 Amnesty International telephone interview with Nur Ismail Sheikh, undisclosed location, 7 November 2019.

%2 Amnesty international interview with Ali Adan Mumin, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019. And Amnesty internation@ririew with
Hassan Mohamud Mohamed, Director Goobjoog Media, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

1% Court documents on file with Amnesty International; and Amnesty International Interview with Abdirahman Hassan, lawyer, Msad
Somalia, 17 July 2019.

1% Amnesty International Interview with Abdirahman Hassan, lawyer, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019. Amnesty international ietervi
with Ali Adan Mumin, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019. And Amnesty international interview with Hassan Mohamud Mohamed, Birec
Goobjoog Media, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.
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several people following an attack that had killed tHeeputy Governor of Middle Shabelle and his son on 13
October. The journalist was initially called and threated by senior officials from the Hirshabelle
administration before the police came and arrested him from his houé#.

®Sgd onkhbd v dcdaddcowered thg stooy@anchadtakéngphotds of the protests. They said |
should have said the police cardd out security operations and arrested terrorists. One of them said that | will
be taughta lesson. They have arrested me without a warrant from coutt® Abdiaziz said. He was released
the following day without being taken to court.

AmnestyInternationaldocumented 11 additional cases where journalists were arbitrarily arresteshd
detained in south central Somalia and in Putland in 2018 and 2019157

6.3RAIDSF MEDIA OUTLETS

On 30 March 2019, armed federal policeraided the offices ofUniversal TV a privately-owned station, in
Mogadishu and started shootingnside the premises of the TV statiaff® The motive of the attack is unclear
but according toAbdullahi Ahmed Nur,Head of News andPrograms and editor ofUniversal TV in south
central Somalia the policemen who attacked the station saithey were from the taxation department and
were there to collect taxes from the TV statidf® Abdullahi also said itwasunusual for police to come tahe
premises of the TV station in that mannexnd that the normal TV programswere ongoingat the time of the
attack.1e°

After quarrelling with the TV management, the police officers started to shoot inside the building prompting
the journalists on duty to scampeto safety. The shooting continued for a while until militarguards from the
presidential palace near the Universal TV premises intervened and disarmed the attackétsAlthough no

nmd v r hmitgdc hm sgd °~ ss  bjinterrugedfar &féw hguns amd thatones g d

camera was damaged?®?

1% Amnesty International telephone interview witAbdiaziz Hassan Moalim, Jowhar, Somalia, 13 November 2019.

1% Amnesty International telephone interview witAbdiaziz Hassan Moalim, Jowhar, Somalia, 13 Nember 2019.

157 Amnesty International Interviews with numerous journalists and media advocates between July 2019 and January 2020.

1% Amnesty International telephone interview Abdullahi Ahmed Nur, head of news and programs and editor of universal TV in stentral
Somalia, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 November 2019 and Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, Secretary
General of the Federation of Somali Journalists, Mogadishu, Somalia, 21 July 2019. See also, Committee to Protect Journalis&s@q | d c
l'dm g hc Rnl " kh" ™ &r Tmhudqgr k HpsHcpjeiy/80d9/0#/somaliaraidmniversaktvsshootimy.php?  @o q h k
%9 Amnesty International telephone interview Abdullahi Ahmed Nur, head of news and programs and editor of universal TV in smertral
Somalia, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 November 2019.

1% Amnesty International telephone interview Abdullahi Ahmed Nur, head ofws and programs and editor of universal TV in south central
Somalia, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 November 2019.

181 Amnesty International telephone interview Abdullahi Ahmed Nur, head of news and programs and editor of universal TV in swertral
Somalia, Mogadhu, Somalia, 16 November 2019, and Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, Secretary
General of the Federation of Somali Journalists, Mogadishu, Somalia, 21 July 2019.

162 Amnesty International telephone interview Abdullahi Ahmed Nuread of news and programs and editor of Universal TV in south central
Somalia, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 November 2019.
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The Uiversal TV offices in Mogadishu. © Universal TV

Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu,SecretaryGeneral of FESOJ told Amnesty International that this attack was
another attempt by the police to scare Somali journalists and intimidate the Universal TV managenagct
stop themfrom doing their media worlt?

Abdinur Mohamed Ahmed, theDirector of Communicationsat the (ffice of the Presidentin a post on his
Facebook page condemned the attack and said it was unacceptable for a section of the security forces who
are meant to enforce the rule of law to carry out such an attack. He also added that it was an attack on
freedom of expression and theuspected perpetratorswill be brought to justice'®* However, Amnesty
International research shows no evidence of anyone arrested or prosecuted in relation to this attéck.

On 3 February 2020, The Directorate of Communications at the Presidency told Amnesieinationalvia

emat® Nm sgd Tmhudgr k SU "ss bj+ sgd Chgdbsng-r qgdl ~qgjr "1
fnudgmldms-r onrhshnm “mc chrbntq ™ fdr .raeweenttel ne ~ ss bj
response does noprovide clarity on what stepsif any, taken bythe authoritiesto addressthe attack on

Universal TV.

Puntland police officers raidecRadio Daljiroffices in the towns of Garowe and Bosaso d@# and 15/16
September 2019respectively and briefly shut down the radio transmitter in Bosaso on Monday 16
September 2019. The police officeralsoharassedjournalists on duty andordered them to leaveas they
searchedthe statiors.1¢”

163 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu, Secretary General of the Federation of Somali Journalistsadisigl,

Samalia, 21 July 2019.

164 See https://www.facebook.com/Shariifunaa/posts/3096784440346964?_rdc=1& rdfacebook post by Abdinur Mohamed Ahmed on 30

March 2019.

165 On 23 Jaruary 2020, Amnesty International sent letters to the Somalia authorities with specific questions relating to actions it &iesnt

to investigate and prosecute perpetrators of attacks on journalists and media outlets including this incident. At the timeriding, we have

not received a specific response relating to actions taken in relation to this incident.

1% Email response from the Directorate of Communications at the Presidency, received on 3 February 2020, on file with Amnesty

International.

¥Hmsdgm shnm  k Edcdg shnm ne Intgm khrsr 'HEI (+ ®Rnl k019 Onkhbd rd gbg
https://www.if.org/mediacentre/news/detail/category/presfreedom/article/somaligpolice-search-two-prominentradio-stationsin-

puntland.html?share

Rnl “kh I ntgm khrsr Rxmchb  skidd g®Otawrs kn mcQ omtkrh b@" ki gy x™ ma sadh kekhx rgts cnvn
September 2019, available athttps:/sjsyndicate.org/2019/09/16/puntlanepolice-carry-out-multiple-raids-on-radio-daljir-and-briefly-shut-

down-radio-transmitter/
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According to media advocatesnd one individual who hasknowledge of theactivities that led to the rads,

the raids camea few days after Radio Daljir aired interviews and reports relating tdetaineewho allegedly
died as a result ofpolice mistreatmentin Bosaso%® The police did not produce a court order allowing for the
search and the temporary closure of the radio statiofi®

On 15 October 2019 Puntland police officers from the CID raided the privatelywned RTN TVofficesin

Garowe and haassed the journalists on duty’® According to journalists working foRTN TV, including one

of their producers in Nairobi, AbdiaziAhmed Barrow, the police were looking fokbdigani Ahmed Mohmed,

onotk > gkx j mnvm ° - or@afthkipepartdrs franEGarmse:- whe fildd a report’* that

ed stgdc hmsdquhdvr “kkdfdckx bghshbhyhmf Ot msk mc Rs  sd
inauguration of Jubaland president in Kismayon 14 October’? The police briefly searched the offices

without showing search warrantand ordered the journalists on duty to close the office and lea¥€&

®The police said they were looking for Abdigarfiantastic,but he was away from the office at the timehey
then asked the journalists who were present to close the offiedthout giving them any explanation.
Abdiaziz Ahmed Barrowsaid 1"

Journalists present at the TV station during the police raid alertéddigani Fantasticabout the police visif"®

® H s shocked when the journalists called and said that police were looking for me, | did not kneWat my
mistake was | wenttohideinagd k ~ s hud- r du & police dfficer dalledjasking me teome to

BAmnesty Internationatelephone interview with an individual with knowledge of Radio Daljir and the activities that led to the raids, location

withheld, 12 December 2019. See alsohttps://www.daljir.com/ciidamadagaarkaah-ee-janaraatmuxyadin-oo-lagu-eedeeyeydil-maxbuus

iyo-dhac-hanti-dhegayso/link to the Radio Daljir report alleging torture by police.

1% Amnesty International telephone inteigw with an individual with knowledge of Radio Daljir and the activities that led to the raids,

location withheld, 12 December 2019. Amnesty International interview with Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, Nairobi, Kenya, 29 Novembeir®0

170 Amnesty International telephoe interview with Abdigani Ahmed Mohamed, Abdigani Fantastic, Garowe, Puntland, Somalia, 03

December 2019, Amnesty International telephone interview with Abdigani Ahmed Mohamed, Abdigani Fantastic, Garowe, Puntland,

Somalia, 03 December 2019. See also, Somk h I nt gm  khrsr Rxmchb sd+ ®Otmsk mc onkhbd g hc QSM S
“esdg unw ono + 04 NHitpsfisE icaté.érgi2819/10/16/puhtlanepaliceraid rte-9-office-in-garowethreaten
journalistsafter-voxpop/

1 RTN Somali TV YouTube Channel in Somali, available lattps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxF6KsMslY4

172 Amnesty International telephone interview with Abdiaziz Ahmed Barrow, Nairobi, Kenya, 03 December 2019.

173 Amnesty International telephone interview witAbdiaziz Ahmed Barrow, Nairobi, Kenya, 03 December 2019.

174 Amnesty International telephone interview with Abdiaziz Ahmed Barrow, Nairobi, Kenya, 03 December 2019.

15 Amnesty International telephone interview with Abdigani Ahmed Mohamed, Abdigani Fantas@arowe, Puntland, Somalia, 03
December 2019.
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the police station for questioning, Irefustadb "t rd H j mdv sgdx v  nrantastic s n

said 176

Althoughthe journalist was not arrested, RTN journalisiacluding Abdigani Fantasticsaid they found the
raid and the subsequent police callgo be a clear threat harassmentand intimidation by thePuntland
authoritiesto make clearthat they do not tolerate critical reporting’”

16 Amnesty International telephone interview with Abdigani Ahmed Mohamed, Abdigani Fantastic, Garowe, Puntland, Somalia, 03
December 2019.

7 Amnesty International telephone interview with Abdiaziz Ahmed BarroMairobi, Kenya, 03 December 2019, and, Amnesty International

telephone interview with Abdigani Ahmed Mohamed, Abdigani Fantastic, Garowe, Puntland, Somalia, 03 December 2019.
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/. JOURNALISTS IN EXII
DUE TO THREATS

Amnesty International has documented at leagtight journalists who fled Somalia since October 201878
Sevenof the journalistswho spoke toAmnesty Internationakaid that they had fled the country due to

serious threats to their lives. The threats were directly related to their work. Two of them, Munasar Mohamed
Abdi and Zakariye Mohamud Timaadeare currently seeking asylum in SwederAli Adan Mumin is in

Turkey,'” while the other five are in other locationsthat cannot be disclosed fotheir own safety&°

Ali Adan Mumin, the journalist withGoobjo@ media whowas arrested andprosecuted in May 2019, told
AmnestyInternational that he faced increasedharassment and intimidation from a NISA official in
Mogadishufor his critical reportingand had to leave the countryn January 202Q Ali is currently in Turkey
and says he to& a break fromhis work n Mogadishubecause of seious threats to his life and is assessing
the situation to see if he can return to Mogadishtf!

Ali Adan Mumin, a popular journalist working with the privately owned Goobjoog Media Group was arrésted il
the country in January 2020 due to threats from a NISA official. He is c@rfdinfigam TMuken.

1% These are Munasar Mohamed Abdi, Zakariye Mohamud Timaade, Nur Ismail Sheiklagdan Kafi Hussein, Abdishakur Hussein
Mohamed, Ali Adan Mumin, Sabir Abdulgadir Warsame and another journalist who requested not to be named.

1% Amnesty International telephone interview with Ali Adan Mumin, 27 January 2020, Ankara, Turkey.

18 Amnesty Intenational telephone interviews with Munasar Mohamed Abdi, Zakariye Mohamud Timaade and Nur Ismail Sheikh on 18
September 2019 and 7 November 2019 from Sweden and from undisclosed location.

18 Amnesty International telephone interview with Ali Adan Mumin, 2Zanuary 2020, Ankara, Turkey.
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Munasar Mohamed Abdi a former
reporter for the privatelyowned
DalsanMedia, fled Somalia in
October 2018 after he was
threatened by members of an
influential clan in relation to series of
reports he did on an incident where
a man from the marginalized Bantu
clan was burrt alive in Mogadishu
adb trd sgd A mst | > m-r
had mariied a woman from a more
powerful clani

the woman who was married by the
Bantu man were not happy with my
reporting. So, they threatened me
with death. | was hiding for a few

Munasar Mohamed Abdi, a former reporter for inened/&algan media fled
Somalia in October 2018. He is currently seeking asyl@Muigsaden. days, but | could no longer bear the

Mohamed Abdi pressure. | fled the country and | am
now seeking asylum in Swedens?

Munasar told Amnesy International.

®Mn nmd hmbktchmf sgd f nud ¢hreitd mas fating frdncheoweniubcthb s | d eqgnl
Bknrd eqhdmcr “cuhrdc |

added.

HassanAli Gesey,Director of Dalsan MediaGroup, where Munasar worked, also said that at least three
journalists from his media house including Munasar were threatened in relation to the coverage of the story
of the Bantu man?18

®Sgd intgm khrs vgn ibnowid §ueden. slgreceived threptening &alls ¢rom the ¢
family of the woman, and her family came out on Facebodk saythats gd x v hkk j hkk ghl he gd

n
d sn kd ud sgd bntmsqgx+ rn H kdes

md

®Ldl adqr eqnl sgd onvdget Kk

S

C

sgd rsngx- Sgd fhgk-r e Il hkx chc mnsAlGessssaid®yd rsngx ot ak

On 20 November 2018 police arrestedNur Ismail Sheikh 30, an editor for the privatelyowned

website Shaaciye in Mogadishu. Nur told Amnesty International that he wrote articles and posted short
videos that were critical of senior govement officials on his Facebook account. He was later released on
bail on 2 December after spendindwelvedays in detention,four at the CID headquarters in Mogadishu and
eight at the MogadishuCentral Prison 186

After his release, Nur continued to receivehteatening calls from individuals he believes were members of
the CID and sometimes from anonymous callers. He fled the country on 30 November 20%9.

Nur described to Amnesty International why he decided to leave Mogadishu:

®Khed g r aohd soll decidedhte leakielthte kosintre hwas afraid from the CID, they could easily
kill me, and no one would do anything. | now live here, far away from my family but at least | am not afraid of
adhmf ¥ hkkdc -

Nur Ismail Sheikh

182 Amnesty International telephone interviews with Munasar Mohamed Abdi, Sweden, 18 September 2019. Amnesty International first
became aware of the threats against Mr. Munasar in October 2018 from Mohamed Ibrahim Moalimuu BS©J.

18 Amnesty International telephone interviews with Munasar Mohamed Abdi, Sweden, 18 September 2019.

18 Amnesty International Interview with Hassahli Gesey, Dalsan Media Group Director, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019.

185 Amnesty International Interview with HassaAli Gesey, Dalsan Media Group Director, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019.

18 Amnesty International telephone interview with Nur Ismail Sheikh, undisclosed location, 7 November 2019.

187 Amnesty International telepbne interview with Nur Ismail Sheikh, undisclosed location, 7 November 2019.

18 Amnesty International telephone interview with Nur Ismail Sheikh, undisclosed location, 7 November 2019.
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Another journalist, Zakariye Mohamud Timaade a former reporter at Universal TV also fled the country in
June 2019. Zakariye said he fled due to threats to his life from official®rn the NISA as well as Al
Shabaab?®®

In early March 2019, Zakariye received a phone call from aminown individual who saidthey werean Ak

Shabaab member threatening himwith deatf?*Sgd b kkdg v r " kkdfdckx tmg oox Vh:
on three suspected AlShabaab members who were reportedly captured by Somali security forces. Amnesty

International viewed the said report by Zakariyehich showedthree men confessing to be members of Al

Shabaab who were allegedly caught while planning to carry out operations in Mogadi&hu.

®Sgd b kkdg rdms 1 d 1/ cnkk > @®r guyhKefai]lteeabsk ldvouldhe ~r j dc | d s
killed before thethree ARg > a~ "a | dm vdgd dwdbtsdc Y j ghxd snkc @ mdr

It is not only AtShabaab threats that forced Zakariye to flee. He was equally harassed and threatened by
officials from NISA.

NISA wasallegedly unhappy with an investigativeeport produced by Zakariye on 3 May 2019 for Universal
TV, detailing how AlShabaab gave and implemented orders to businessmen in Mogadishu banning the use
of CCTV cameras in their business premisé%.

s

Zakariye Matad Timaade, a former Universal TV journalist reportiShatealaatédck in Mogadishu in 2018. Zakariye fled the country
in June 2019 due to threats to his life from NISA officiaiSbabdat®nzakariye Mohamud Timaade

®MHR @ Vv Y,theynmvere angered iy my reporting because the reporSttataadl Mere still active
in Mogadishu and were able to implement such orders with ease. Therefore, NISA looked ineffective. If you report
on such sensitive topics about security, theyeasne ¥ x nt —

Zakariye Mohamud Timaade

In early May,a few days after his reporting, Zakariye was called by NISA officialo took him for
interrogation atthe CID headquarters opposite of Sahaflotel in Mogadishu. The officials asked him for his
sources and where he got the information from. Zakariye said he refused to share the identity of his sources.

18 Amnesty International telephone interview with Zakariye Mohamud Tima&ad®weden, 7 November 2019.

1% Amnesty International telephone interview with Zakariye Mohamud Timaade, Sweden, 7 November 2019.
191 Reporting on AlShabaab members confessing to carrying out operations in Mogadishu. Facebook,
https://www.facebook.com/universalsomalitv/videos/2130834870562077/

192 Reporting on AlShabaab ban of CCTV cameras in Mogadishu by Zakariye Mohamud Timaade, Facebook,
https://www.facebook.com/universalsomalitv/videos/2306066146379301/

19 Amnesty International telephone interview with Zakariye Mohamud Timaade, Sweden, 7 November 2019.
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®H v r b kkdc eng hmsdggnf shnmr+ ats 6 ¥hetodkc sgdl sg s
Amnesty International

The NISA officials warned him not to report on security related issues in the future. He then started receiving
threats from individuals who saidheyv d gd | dIl adqgr n e indMtBa@calle® mympother and
told her that | was going to be killed if | did not stop reporting on sensitive issu@hat was my breaking

onhms Y j qhxd r hec-

® S gfdf darhs ed ™ q e n gkndwdheywanted ® gilhnie. IlMMdGaddhu, you can hide from Al
Rg - a” "a+ ats xnt b mmns ghcd eqgnl MHR®&% sgdx bntkec

Zakariye Mohamud Timaade

Y j ghxd hr btggdmskx hm &ytdfeeyourcodnthahdnsfart liferfromkseratch ®Hs hr
in a new country, but | had to save my life he said

Despite all these caseshat Amnesty International has documentecthe Minister for Information,Culture and
Tourism, Mohamed AbdiHayir (Maareey§ said: @ he ministry is not aware of any Somali journalistvho
fled the countrysince 2017 for fear of persecutioror actual persecutior 7

19 Amnesty International telephone interview with Zakariye Mohamud Timaade, Sweden, 7 November 2019.

195 Amnesty International telephone interview with Zakariye Mohamud Timaade, Sweden, 7 November 2019.

1% Amnesty International telephone interview with Zakariye Mamud Timaade, Sweden, 7 November 2019.

17 etter of response from Minister Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maareeye), dated 9 February 2020, on file with Amnesty International.
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8. RESTRICTIONS ON
ACCESS TO INFORMAT

Journalists in south central Somalia told Amnesty International that sengmvernment officials including
security officials refused to provide them with informatioon issues of public interest or denied them
interviews andaccess to government buildings including parliament, major events and to the scenes of
incidents including scenes of AFShabaab attacks'®® Some journalists said security forces restricted them
from recording videos or taking photographs even when they managedaccess scenes of AShabaab
attacks19°

Ali Adan Mumin, a journalist working for Goobjodgledia said it is increasingly becoming difficult for
journalists to access information from government sources.

®Sgd “"tsgnghshdr jmnv rnld intgm khrsr khjd I d vhkk
important government eveats. hot allowed to enter governmemnlhuildi k hj d 2Uh k k> Rnl ~ kh™ ™

Ali Adan Mumin

Another journalist working for an international media outlet said he was stopped from interviewing senior

government officialsincluding the President and the PrimeMinister,a x sgdhqg gdrodbshud | dch”™ s
wanted to interview the President and the Prime Minister, but | was frustrated by their communications

teams. They asked me to provide questions in advance and they would select the ones that | can ask
refusedtodsaosgdm H v ' r cdmhé&%hesad g ¢ sn fhud to~

In April 2019, in an apparent attempt to curtail media workers from accessing accurate information, a senior
federal police official and two officials from the offices of tHeresident and the Banadir Rgional

Administration orderedmanagement ofAmin Ambulance the only free ambulance service in Mogadisiu

not to share casualty figures of ABhabaab attacks in Mogadishu with journalist8? The officials also asked
the ambulance service providers to informhe authorities prior to going to attack scene®?

Dr Abdulkadir Abdirahman Haji Adan, the founder of Amin Ambulance told Amnesty International that they
had to comply with the government directive.

1% Amnesty International interviews with numerous journalists and editors in Somalia, betwdaly and December 2019.

1% Amnesty International interviews with numerous journalists and editors in Somalia, between July and December 2019.

200 Amnesty international interview with Ali Adan Mumin, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

201 Amnesty Internationainterview with a male journalist (name withheld), Mogadishu, Somalia, 19 July 2019.

202 Amnesty international interview with Dr Abdulkadir Abdirahman Haji Adan, founder of Amin Ambulance, Mogadishu, Somalia, 29 Ju

1/08- @krn rdd+ ®Sgdmkx megqddhmcaRk]l mkd  &dhtpshbwiv.bbc.comBrs/wdldhfric@®o qh k 1/ 08 +
47880548.

203 Amnesty international interview with Dr Abdulkadir Abdirahman Haji Adan, founder of Amin Antdmce, Mogadishu, Somalia, 20 July

2019.
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®Vd vdgd vngj hmf enqg sgd | husirce 2006 karmd thig was thelfirsotihewek d hm Lnf ~ ¢
were givensuchorderswd g ¢ sn bnlokx+ vd cnm-s rg - gd b rt ksx mtla

us to tell them casualty figures resulting from AR g = a a “ss " bjr+ vd sdkskid®¥ gd]I srhkdn

On 19 October 2019, government officials denied independent journalists in Mogadistie accessneeded
for them toreport from the parliament buildings due to what they saidas limited space in the parliament
building.2°> However, several journalistand one media advocate told Amnesty International that it was
another move by the authorities to deny journalists access to government informafig.

® S g d xbderhooratig processes will be undermined if independent media is not allowed to access and
freely report from the house of representatives. The work of the journalists includes scrutinizing what the
elected representatives are doing, and that is not possible unless journalists are given full access to parliament
ogqnbddchmfr-"—

Abdalle Ahmed Mumin Secretary General of Somali Jourrisls Syndicate (SJS}%”

In May 2019, the Somalh Education Minister, Abdullahi Godah Barre had threatened to shut down social
media in the countryfrom 27 to 31 Maythat yearas a measure to curb examination cheating during the
national secondaryschool examinations?®® However, due to public outcry, the threats to shutdown social
media were not implemente®®

A joint declaration by the intergovernmental experts on freedom of expssionin May 2015 said that

rgtsshmf cnvm dmshgd o gsr ne bnlltmhb shnmr rxrsdlr+ ®b
States should not respond to crisis situations by adopting additional restrictions on freedom of expression

and administratve measures should not be usd to restrict media coverage of events of public interest.

Government restrictions should be lasbased, necessary and proportionate response to a specific concern of

legitimate interest, not simply to curtail the flow of inforation 210

Minister Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maareeyedlsotold Amnesty International tha®he ministry was not aware of
any restrictions on access to information in 2018 or 20I9He however said® Hm ud q x ,jayurnaliss b~ r dr
have been stoppedbor their own secuq h & -

204 Amnesty international interview with Dr Abdulkadir Abdirahman Haji Adan, founder of Amin Ambulance, Mogadishu, Somalia, 29 Ju

2019.

205Rnl “kh I ntgm khrsr Rxmchb™sd ' RI Ri(r+r @&Rel R nbc dkokdrmcRinns™ kihn t Qy ng kkhh' rl sdrms+ 0s8n N bksk
https://sjsyndicate.org/2019/10/19/sjscalls-somaliparliamentto-allow-accessof-independentjournalists/ See also, report from Universal

TV on Facebookhttps://www.facebook.com/universalsomalitv/videos/719704798546643/?v=719704798546643

206 Amnesty International interview with Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, Nairobi, Kenya, 14 November 2019. Amnesty international telephone

interview with a female journalist in Mogashu (name withheld), Mogadishu, Somalia 14 November 2019.

207 Amnesty International interview with Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, Nairobi, Kenya, 14 November 2019.

208 Watch https://twitter.comHarunMaruf/status/1128008990259077122to see the minister threatening to shut down social media.

29Rdd+ @ mdrsx hmsdgm shnm k+ ®Rnl "kh 9 Rnbh k I dch”™ rgts cnvm nudgqg dw" I
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/05/somalsociatmedia-shut-down-overexamleakagesunjustified/.

210Rdd ®lI nhms Cdbk g  shnm nm Eqddnmenklh bnse rbDwsotg dsrhrnhmirm ° mc gdr onmrdr sn bn
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15921&LangID=E

21 | etter of response from Minister Mohamed Abdi Hayir (Maeeye), dated 9 February 2020, on file with Amnesty International.
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.CENSORSHIP THROL
BRIBES AND THREATS

Several journalists, three press freedom advocat&$,a senior government officiat’® a former media

director?'* two civil society leader8®, opposition leaders!'® and former government employees’ told

Amnesty Internationathat between late 2017 and early 2019, government officials haatlegedly been

bribing most of the main media outlets, their directors and editors and some Somali social media influencers
who live in country and abroadfor positivecoverage?'® The bribes, they alleged, are facilitated byofficials

from the office of the Presidert.?!°

A former media director ofa welkknown media house in Somalialleged thathe personally collected the

bribe for his media outlet at the end of every mah from senior officials at theOffice of the President??° He

"krn r > hc sg s gd v 'r vy gqd ne rdudqg k nsgdq I dch” ntskd
call from the official at the office of thé°resident and would meet with him at a hotel and collect the cash

from him. He never allowed to deposit the money in my bank account, he insisted giving me cash the

former media director saicP?*

Many journalists who spoke to Amnesty International satide bribing of their bosses and media outlets has
had a chilling effect on them and that they were not able to freely report on sensitive stories and toftied
weredeemed unfavourable by the current administratiof?? This is because the editors would Kithe story
before it is aired or published?® Journalists said that their editors would openly tell them that theyere paid
by the government and had to sel€ensor and not report on certain issue®*

22 Amnesty International interviews with three press freedom advocates, Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019.

23 Amnesty International interview with a senior government official, Mogadishu, Soia, 19 July 2019.

24 Amnesty International telephone interview with a former media director, location withheld, 13 November 2019.

215 Amnesty International interview with two civil society leaders, Mogadishu, Somalia, 18 July 2019.

216 Amnesty Internationainterview with an opposition leader, location and date withheld.

27 Amnesty International interview with a former government employee, location withheld, 31 October 2019.

218 Amnesty International interview with a senior government official, Mogadishu, Somalid July 2019.Rdd ~kr n+ ®Sgd Ahffdrs Sgqd"’
Press Freedom in Somalia is Not&@hababth s - r E gl ~ i n-r Qd f-Gotruption Cohferenck RinFebriary 801k @ms h
https://iaccseries.org/blog/pres$reedom-in-somalia/

219 Amnesty International telephone interview with a former media director, location withheld, 13 November 2019. And Amnesty
International interviews with numerous journalists including 3 media freedom advocates in Mogadishu and Nairobi betweenahuy
December 2019.

20 Amnesty International telephone interview with a former media director, location withheld, 13 November 2019.

21 Amnesty International telephone interview with a former media director, location withheld, 13 November 2019.

22 Amnesty Internationainterviews with numerous journalists in Mogadishu and Nairobi between July and December 2019.

223 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Osman (Bulbul), Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019. And Amnesty Internatio
interviews with numerous journbists in Mogadishu and Nairobi between July and December 2019.

224 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Osman (Bulbul), Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019. And Amnesty Internatio
interviews with numerous journalists in Mogadishu and Nairobi between July and December 2019.
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Several journalists had to leave their jobs at certainedia houses to work for others that areeportedlynot
on government payroll while others were fired by multiple media owners after they refused to-seffsor22°
Senior government officials demanded the firing of critical journalists from certain mediaukes.??%

A senior government official told Amnesty International that the current administration in Mogadishu had

faced fierce oppositiorfrom opposition politiciansearlier on and the response was to crackdown on

opposition leadersinfluence and control the mediaincluding through bribes??” That way, the authorities

were able to manage public debates andontrol national narrativesgd r ~ hc- ®Lnr s hmektdmsh™ k |
were guaranteed monthly payments depending on the size of their audience and they pb#tk with positive

coverage gd **ccdc -

Lng I dc Haqg ghl Nrl m+ onotk > gkx jmnvm r ®At kat k  + i n
fired from at least twomedia outlets since 2017 for refusing to selfensor??® He said government officials

called and ordered his bosses to fire him because he covered critical stories. At one time, one of his former
bossesreportedlytold him that his radio station was in contract with the government and that he was not

able to cover critical topics°

Lng Idec Haqgq ghl Nrl "m onotk > gkx jmnvm " r ®At k adgddishein> i ntgm khrs
December 2019. Bulbul was fired by at least two media outlets since 2017-éensef@sivigharselfl Ibrahim Osman

®H v 'r b kkdc ax ° rdmhng f nudqgml dtheyhadeasked mdtofke eqnl sgd n.
you because you are very critical of the government on social media, so you have to leave, | cannot afford to
losetremoney, nmd ne ghr enqgl®dg anrrdr snkc Atkatk-

It is not only Bulbul who was fired by media owners for refusing to sensor. Amnesty international has
documentedthree other cases where journalists were fired by media owners for posting critical repam
their social media accounts.

Anothermale journalistwho was working foila media outlet inMogadishu wrote a story quoting a security
source about a bomling in a meeting hall where the President was supposed to attend. The journalist posted
the storyon his Twitter and Facebook accounts. The radio mager immediately received a phone call from

225 Amnesty International intervier with Mohamed Ibrahim Osman (Bulbul), Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019. And Amnesty International
interviews with numerous journalists in Mogadishu and Nairobi between July and December 2019.

226 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Osman ul), Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019. And Amnesty International
interviews with numerous journalists in Mogadishu and Nairobi between July and December 2019.

21 Amnesty International interview with a senior government official, Mogadishu, Somalia, 1§ 2019.

228 Amnesty International interview with a senior government official, Mogadishu, Somalia, 19 July 2019.

229 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Osman (Bulbul), Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019.

20 Amnesty International interview wittMohamed Ibrahim Osman (Bulbul), Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019.

21 Amnesty International interview with Mohamed Ibrahim Osman (Bulbul), Mogadishu, Somalia, 16 July 2019.
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a senior official from NISA ordering that the article be removed from social media and the journalist fired.
The radio managercomplied with the order andfired the journalist?3?

®MHR@ g r rohdr dudgxvgdqgqd hmbktchmf hm sgd I dch™ "~ mc sg
gdetrdr sn “ahcd ax sgdhg ngcdqr “~mc ehqgd ° intgm khrs+
Ahmed Mumin, Secretary General of Somali Journalists Syndicate saféf

The aim of bribing the media owners is to get positive coverage foef nudgml dms- ®Hs hr a r hb’ ki

exaggerate the positive government achievements, avoid negative coverage and shape public perception
'mc n o, Abddilen Ahmed Mumin added?®*

On 3 February 2020,the Directorateof Communicationsat the Presidency responded taur inquiries on
these bribery allegations® £the Presidency, Federal Republic of Somalidenies any wrongdoing including
involvement of any ofits officials towards any actshat violate press freedom or encourage unethical
journalismE = s gdx et ® % gillapntimue tb distatirage and shun all forms of briberthat drives
towards influencing the mediaWe deny all claims of financiatransaction between the Presidency, Federal
Republic of Somaliaand media institutions intended totranslats n ah > r dc®**bnudq” f d- "~

The Directorate of Communicationsit the Presidencyhas not further articulated exactly hovt has
discouragedunethical journaligic practices norhas it proffered anyadditionalinformationto disprove the
allegationsthat Amnesty International hagpresented in thisreport.

22 Amnesty International interview with two media advocates, Mogadishu, Somalia, 2g¢9.

23 Amnesty International Interview with Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, Secretary General of Somalia Journalists Syndicate, Mogadishu,li@ma
16 July 2019.

24 Amnesty International Interview with Abdalle Ahmed Mumin, Secretary General of Somalia Journalistsligte, Mogadishu, Somalia,
16 July 2019.

235 Email response from the Directorate of Communications at the Presidency, received on 3 February 2020, on file with Amnesty
International.
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10.ONLINE HARASSMEI
AND SOCIAL MEDIA
MANIPULATION

Due to selfcensorship and ceoptation bymany media houses, journalists and other individuals in Somalia

have opted to use social media as a platform to air their views and share critical contdmit authorities are

also closelyscrutinizing discussionson social media?®® The government has setip social media monitoring

sd Il r hm sgd Oqhld Lhmhrsdg-r "~ mc Ogdrhcdfiise-r neehbd sg°
government?¥” Journalists and other government critics including opposition leadesse threatened,

intimidated and harassed by government officials due to their social media journaligi.

Several journalists described how senior government officials from the communications teams at the office of
the President, Prime Minister and Ministrpf Information called and demandedhat theyremove critical

content from their social media accounts especially on Facebook and Twitter. Some journalists said they
were also harassed and threatened for posting critical contents on their social media aausi?3®

One journalist told Amnesty International that he was compelled to leave his place of employment due to his

support for a political opposition figure on his personal Facebook profif€.He was offered an increase in

salaryby an official from the office of the Presidentallegedlyto stop publicly supporting the candidatewhich

he declined. According to the journalistan official fromtg d O q d rOffiee themscentacted his oldteacher

to convince him to stop his journalism and went as far as to offer himajobowmgh m s gd Oqdr hcdms-r Ne
of Communications?*! Shortly thereafter, his employer announced that theyere receivingmoney from the

government, and that journalistsvorkingthere were no longer permitted to post information that was critical

to the government ineither apersonalor professional capacity. The journalist was forced to resign atal

start working at another news agenc$f?

Approximately six months later, the jomalist covered a story involving thBresident andthe controversial
extradition of a prominentSomaliEthiopian opposition leader to Ethiopia. Again, the journalist was contacted

26 Amnesty International interview with a senior government official, Mogsttl, Somalia, 19 July 2019; Amnesty International interview
with two civil society leaders, Mogadishu, Somalia, 18 July 2019; Amnesty International interviews with numerous journatiségadishu
and Nairobi between July and December 2019; Amnesty Inteational interviews with two press freedom advocates, Mogadishu, Somalia,
16 July 2019.

27 Amnesty International interview with a senior government official, Mogadishu, Somalia, 19 July 2019; Amnesty Internatioteview

with two civil society leaders, Mgadishu, Somalia, 18 July 2019; Amnesty International interviews with numerous journalists in Mogadishu
and Nairobi between July and December 2019; Amnesty International interviews with two press freedom advocates, Mogadishual&m
16 July 2019.

28 Amnesty International interviews with numerous journalists in Mogadishu and Nairobi between July and December 2019.

29 Amnesty International interviews with multiple Somali journalists. Amnesty International interviews with numerous journatists
Mogadishu andNairobi between July and December 2019.

240 Amnesty International Interview with a male journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, date of interview withheld for security concerns.

2 Amnesty International Interview with a male journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, daténtérview withheld for security concerns.

22 Amnesty International Interview with a male journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, date of interview withheld for security concerns.
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ax 'm neehbh k egnl sgd Oqgdr hcdmshigworkAceondmgitethev gn ~r j dc sn
journalist, he met with him and again, refused to stop critical coverag&he official told him?

®Cnm-s xnt jmnv xnt ~gd g qlhmf xntqgq bntmsgx> Cn xn
always posting hhohgs?4

An official fromthe Office of the President

Two otherjournalists were physically
assaulted by soldiers on Somali
Independence Dayin July 2019.25 One of
them was assaultedvy presidential guards
and a videoshowing the assaultvas
shared over Facebook?*¢ One of the
journaliss, Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed,
who worked for a government newsutlet,
shared the video over his Facebook page
and asked the President to address the
situation?*” He immediately received many
calls and threats from contacts in the
government as well as his employeasking
him to take the video down immediately
and apologize**® As a result, he felt
compelled to upload another video to
Facebook where he publicly statthat he
forgave theofficer who assaulted him and
ensured that it was seen by many people.
The officer was not prosecuted ands still
operating in Mogadishu?4®

Journalists working folinternationalmedia
agencies also experience similar
pressures.Abdulaziz Billow,of CGTN the
secondjournalistwho was assaulted on
Somala Independence Day inJuly 2019,
posted about his experience on Twitter and
was immediately harassed by government
communications officials until 2am the

next morning?2%°

243 Amnesty International Interview with a male journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, dafénterview withheld for security concerns.

244 Amnesty International Interview with a male journalist, Mogadishu, Somalia, date of interview withheld for security concerns.

2% These two journalists are Abdulaziz Billow Ali and Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed. Aesty International interview with Abdulaziz Billow
Ali, Mogadishu, Somalia, 19 July 2019; and Amnesty International interview with Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somkfia,
July 2019.

26 Amnesty International interview with Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

247 Amnesty International interview with Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

248 Amnesty International interview with Abdulgadir Ahmed dhamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019.

29 Amnesty International interview with Abdulgadir Ahmed Mohamed, Mogadishu, Somalia, 17 July 2019. Amnesty International teleph
interview with an individual who knows where the security officers is operatingnfrin Mogadishu. 4 February 2020, location withheld.

20 Amnesty International interview with Abdulaziz Billow Ali, Mogadishu, Somalia, 19 July 2019
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